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Dear Students, 
 

The educational experience offered at Ashley Hall seeks to produce students who are independent, ethically 
responsible, and confident. To do this, the school offers mission-aligned courses that are intellectually stimulating, 
world expanding, and that are appropriately challenging so that you may develop into the best you possible. The 
range of courses and other programmatic opportunities  available to you throughout Ashley Hall’s upper school will 
prepare you well for admission to the college or university of your choice.   
 
This Curriculum Guide outlines departmental course offerings and reminds you of the credits you must earn for 
graduation.   
We encourage you to follow these guidelines: 
 

1.  Discuss your possible courses with your teachers and advisor and use your grade level curriculum guide as 
you create a plan for each year.  Consider alternatives in case your first choice does not work out. 
2.  Discuss your selections with your parents. 
3. Revise and amend your plan as necessary with your advisor and possibly the college counselor if you are a 
rising junior or senior. 
4. Seek a balanced course schedule that allows for challenge and growth and also space to participate fully in 
the many programmatic activities the school offers.  

 
As you make your course selections and keep graduation requirements in mind, be sure to note prerequisites as 
well as courses that require faculty approval.  Remember that you are not automatically placed in the course by 
signing up for it. 
 
We want you to achieve your highest academic potential by helping you develop an academic program that is 
tailored to fit you.  Our hope is that you will invest significant time in perusing this guide, thinking about your 
future, and thoughtfully planning your course of study. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Naa-Adei Kotey 
Assistant Head of School for Teaching & Learning 
 

 



 
 

  

 
 

APPROACHES TO TEACHING AND LEARNING IN THE UPPER SCHOOL      
 

 
The mission of Ashley Hall is to educate girls and young women to be independent, ethically 
responsible, and prepared to meet the challenges of their world with confidence.  
 
The Upper School occupies the unique position at Ashley Hall as the launching pad for a world beyond. 
Our curriculum is delivered by teachers who frame the content they provide with scaffolding and 
challenge, allowing our students to explore ideas while building the crucial learning skills that will 
support them in their future. 
 
The teaching at Ashley Hall is unified by the core belief that our students grow most when they engage 
with a rich curriculum. This emphasis on engagement is demonstrated throughout our teaching and 
learning and can be seen in the emphasis on Harkness discussion based learning by our English, 
Classics, and History teachers, in the practical laboratory work that is central to our Science classes, in 
the balance of teaching, practice and exploratory challenge that is part of our Mathematics classes, and 
in the immersive approach of our language teachers. The core curriculum inclusion of exploration and 
engagement in the Performing and Visual Arts and in Technology highlights the vital role we believe 
these subjects also play in our students’ growth. 
 
Ultimately, our goal for our learners, as is articulated in the Ashley Hall Mission Statement, is that they 
grow in independence, in their ability to self-manage their learning, and in both their content 
knowledge and learning skills, so that when they leave us, they have developed intellectual, social and 
emotional tools that will allow them to walk into their future lives with confidence.  

 



 

 

UPPER SCHOOL COURSE REGISTRATION GUIDELINES 
 

 

BEFORE COURSE REGISTRATION  
●​ Review graduation requirements for Ashley Hall. 

 
●​ Review the Curriculum Presentations relevant for your grade level. 

 

●​ Consult with relevant subject teachers regarding placement in any Honors or AP® classes. 
 

●​ Students in Grade 10 meet 1:1 with Ms Lavin-Peter, the Division Director, to discuss course options with 
consideration of graduation and beyond.  
 

●​ Students in Grade 11 meet 1:1 with Mrs Murrell, the College Counselor, to discuss course options with 
consideration of graduation and beyond.  

 
●​ With the help of a Faculty Advisor, students complete and/or revise the four-year plan to include 

completed courses, plan for future courses, and monitor progress towards graduation requirements. 
 
REQUESTING COURSES IN THE LEARNING PORTAL 

●​ Once it has opened for the course selection process, use the Learning Commons portal to indicate your 
preferred course options. Students must indicate six choices for grades 9 - 12. Students are recommended 
to maintain at least one Directed Independent Study (DIS) or free period. 

 

AFTER THE COURSE SELECTION PROCESS HAS CLOSED 
●​ Course choices will be reviewed by the registrar, department chairs, and division director. If there are 

concerns, additional conversations may be initiated. 
 

●​ Parents will be asked to review and sign off on student course selections. 
 
The School reserves the right to place a student in a course when the student’s choices cannot be honored.  Student 
course choices are provided on the basis of their previous academic achievement, standardized test scores, and 
learning characteristics. In some cases, scheduling conflicts necessitate adjusting a student’s schedule.  The final 
decision as to appropriate placement of each student will be made by the Division Director, the relevant 
Department Chair, and Advisor after examining a student’s mastery of basic skills, previous achievement, maturity, 
and the availability of classes. The Upper College Counselor may also be consulted. The School reserves the right to 
add or delete courses without notice due to size of class enrollments. 
  
 
 

 



 
 
  

 STANDARD SCHEDULE SELECTIONS 

GRADE 9 1 (Honors) English I 
1 (Honors) History I 
1 Math 
1 Biology 
1 World Language and/or Classics 
1 PE/Wellness/Technology  (at least one of these should be taken in Grade 9) 
1 Elective 

GRADE 10 1 (Honors)English II 
1 (Honors)History II 
1 Math 
1 Chemistry 
1 World Language and/or Classics 
1 PE/Wellness/Technology (if not taken in Grade 9) 
1 - 2 Electives 

GRADE 11 1 (Honors)English III: American Literature, or 
AP® English Language and Composition  
1 (Honors) American History:  American History, or AP® United States History  
1 World Language and/or Classics 
1 Math 
1 Physics 
2-3 Electives 

Grade 12 1 full year of English IV: Advanced Topics in Literature A & B 
1 Math 
1 Senior Seminar (required for 1 semester) 
4.5 Electives  
*Students must be enrolled in English in both semesters of Grade 12 

 



 

Other credits 
that must be 
completed 
before 
graduation. 

1 semester Physical Education 
1 semester Wellness, students are expected to have completed this course before 
entering Grade 11 but may seek permission from the Division Director to defer it in 
special circumstances. 
1 year Fine Arts course 
1 semester Intro to Computer Science 
1 semester Intro to Coding  

 

 



 

 
 ASHLEY HALL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

Credits and Courses 
 

 
 

To graduate from Ashley Hall, a student must earn at least 26.5 credits,  which includes two units of 
Community Action.  Additional credits are earned through academic electives.  Students in grades 9-12 
must take a minimum of six courses per year.  AP® course placement is based on achievement, teacher 
recommendation, and demonstrated time management and study skills.   In addition, a student must 
complete her senior year as a full-time student at Ashley Hall.  Any exception to this policy or the credit 
requirements below needs approval from the Director of the Upper School. 
 

DISCIPLINE SPECIFIC COURSE REQUIREMENTS REQUIRED 
CREDITS 

ENGLISH ●​ (Honors) English I 
●​ (Honors) English II 
●​ (Honors) English III – American Literature; OR, 

AP® English Language and Composition, 
●​ (Honors) English IV – Special Topics 

4.0 
 

Students take 1 
credit each year  

HISTORY ●​ (Honors) History I: European History 
●​ (Honors) History II: World History, 
●​ (Honors) History  III: American History; OR AP® 

US History 

3.0 
  

VISUAL & 
PERFORMING 
ARTS 

●​ Visual Art, Music, Theater Arts 1.0 

 



 

MATHEMATICS ●​ One year each of Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II 
and either Algebra III/Trigonometry, 
Pre-Calculus.  

●​ A math course all four years of HS is 
recommended. 

 

4.0 

PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION 

●​ Physical Education (one semester) or 2 Ashley 
Hall team seasons and  

●​ Wellness (one semester) 
 

Sports team seasons  do not need to be taken consecutively or in the same 
year. 

0.5 
0.5 

SCIENCE ●​ Biology I,  
●​ Chemistry I,  
●​ Physics I 

 
Students must take three units of Laboratory Science 

3.0  

TECHNOLOGY ●​ Introduction to Computer Science 
●​ Introduction to Coding  

 
The summer Robotics class, when offered, may be used as a 
replacement for 0.5 Technology credits 

0.5 
0.5 

WORLD 
LANGUAGES & 
CLASSICS 

●​ Starting with the class of 2030, three consecutive 
units of the same language while in Upper School 
(Grade 9-12).  

●​ For the classes of 2029-2027, three consecutive 
units of the same language starting from Grade 
8.  

○​ French, Spanish or Classics 

3.0 

 



 

ELECTIVES ●​ Mathematics 
●​ Science 
●​ History 
●​ World Language 
●​ Classics  
●​ Fine Arts 
●​ Technology 
●​ Physical Education 
●​ (Honors) Senior Project is application-based and 

counts as an elective course. 

4.0  
 

SENIOR 
SEMINAR 

●​ Senior Seminar is a required semester-long 
course for all senior students as they navigate 
the college application process and prepare for 
life outside Ashley Hall.  

0.5 

COMMUNITY 
ACTION 
INITIATIVE 

●​ Twenty hours per year counting as ½ credit each 
year 

2.0 

ENGLISH AS A 
SECOND 
LANGUAGE 
(INTERNATIONA
L STUDENTS) 

●​ All international students for whom English is 
not a primary language are required to enroll in 
an ESL class, typically offered online,  until 
English proficiency is demonstrated. For 
international students, this credit is required in 
addition to the 26.5  listed above. 

1.0 

  
Advanced Placement® Policy: Students who meet the course requirements have the option of taking 
Advanced Placement® (AP®) courses. Upon successful completion of those courses, students will receive AP® 
credit on their transcripts. Students are expected to sit for the AP® exams for those courses in which they are 
enrolled. It is essential that students consult with the College Counseling Office to determine whether a 
school accepts AP® exam scores for college credit and what scores are required to receive such credit.

 



 

AP® COURSE DEPARTMENTAL SPECIFIC CRITERIA  
 

ENGLISH​
1. Grades in English Courses in Grades 9 & 10 

●​ Current grade in English II: 90 minimum (with the expectation that the full year grade remains at or above 
this level) 

●​ Final grade in English I: 90 minimum 

●​ Final Oral Defense Project grade will be considered 
 

2. Current English Teacher approval  
 

3. Quality of Writing Sample 
●​ Ninth grade Oral Defense Project 

●​ Major essay/writing sample from the tenth grade 
 

Department Chair: Leslie Rowland-Yeh 
 

HISTORY​
1. Grades in History Courses in Grades 9 & 10 

●​ Current grade in World History: 90 minimum (with the expectation that the full year grade remains at or 
above this level) 

●​ Final grade in European History: 90 minimum 

●​ Final Oral Defense Project grade will be considered 
 

2. Current History Teacher approval  
 

3. Quality of Writing Sample 
●​ Ninth grade Oral Defense Project 

●​ Major essay/writing sample from the tenth grade 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
ECONOMICS 
1. Grades in History & Mathematics 

●​ Current grade in junior year History: 90% minimum (with the expectation that the full year grade remains 
at or above this level) 

●​ Current grade in junior year mathematics course: 90% minimum (with the expectation that the full year 
grade remains at or above this level) 

●​ Final Oral Defense Project grade will be considered 
 

2. Current History Teacher approval  
 

3. Quality of Writing Sample 
●​ Ninth grade Oral Defense Project 

●​ Major essay/writing sample from the tenth grade 
 

Department Chair: John Nagler  
 

MATHEMATICS 
●​ For AP® Calculus or AP® Statistics: Rubric score of 17 or better on AP® Placement Rubric 
●​ Current teacher recommendation  

 

Department Chair: Crystal Wilkins 
 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
●​ Achieve a qualifying score on the placement rubric including a current teacher recommendation. 
●​ For AP® Computer Science: Students scoring Proficient or Advanced in 3 or more categories on the AP® 

Computer Science Placement Rubric, and a  grade of 80% or above in Intro to Computer Science. 
●​ Current teacher recommendation  

 

Department Chair: Claire Christensen 
 

VISUAL ART 
●​ Portfolio review by department  
●​ Students must have exhibited excellent work habits in preceding art classes. 
●​ Department Approval 

 

Department Chair: Tina Hirsig  
 

 



 

 
Department Chairs for classes without AP® options 

World Languages Department Chair: Sarah Margaret Decker 
Classics Department Chair: Roscoe Davis 
Performing Arts Department Chair: Anna Brock 

 
 

UPPER SCHOOL CREDIT BEARING COURSE OFFERINGS BY DEPARTMENT 
(All courses in italics are semester courses.) 

  

          English 

COURSES UNITS 

(Honors) English I 1 

(Honors) English II 1 

(Honors) English III: American Literature 1 

AP® English Language & Composition 1 

English IV: Advanced Topics in Literature (A) (Semester 1) 0.5  

English IV: Advanced Topics in Literature (B) (Semester 2) 0.5 

 
 

         History 

COURSES UNITS 

(Honors) History I: European History 1 

(Honors) History II: Modern World History 1 

(Honors) History III: American History 1 

AP® United States History 1 

 
(Honors) Essential Economics  

0.5 

AP® Macroeconomics 0.5 

 



 

(Honors) Human Rights  0.5 

(Honors) Geography and Geopolitics: The World According 
to Geography 

0.5 

(Honors) You be the Judge: An Examination and 
Reenactment of the Supreme Court  

0.5 

  
 

          Mathematics  

COURSES UNITS 

Algebra I 1 

(Honors) Algebra I 1 

Algebra II 1 

(Honors) Algebra II 1 

Geometry 1 

(Honors) Geometry 1 

Algebra III/ Trigonometry 1 

Pre-Calculus 1 

(Honors) Pre-Calculus 1 

(Honors) Calculus 1 

AP® Calculus (AB) 1 

AP® Statistics 1 

(Honors) Introduction to Statistics   0.5 

Personal Finance   0.5 

  
 

 
 

 



 

 
        Science & Technology 

COURSES UNITS 

Biology I 1 

(Honors) Biology I 1 

Chemistry I 1 

(Honors) Chemistry I 1 

(Honors) Environmental Toxicology  0.5 

(Honors) Forensic Toxicology  0.5 

Physics I 1 

(Honors) Physics I 1 

(Honors) Physics II 1 

(Honors) Linked:  An Introduction to Data Science, Complex 
Networks, Nonlinear Dynamics, and Chaos in Science, Art, & the 
Humanities 

1 

AP® Biology 1 

Marine Science  0.5 

(Honors) Botany  0.5 

(Honors) Wildlife Biology 0.5 

 Botany  0.5 

Wildlife Biology 0.5 

Anatomy and Physiology I 0.5 

Anatomy and Physiology II 0.5 

Introduction to Computer Science (Technology) 0.5 

Introduction to Coding (Technology)   0.5 

 



 

AP® Computer Science Principles (Technology) 1 

Robotics (Summer Course only) 0.5 

 
 

         World Language and Classics 

COURSES UNITS 

Classics I 1 

Classics II 1 

(Honors) Classics III 1 

(Honors) Classics IV 1 

(Honors) Classics V 1 

(Honors) Classics Seminar - Chaos to Cosmos  
This is a general elective credit & is taught in English 

0.5 
 

(Honors) Classics Seminar - Mysteries of the Mind 
This is a general elective credit & is taught in English 

0.5 

Intermediate 2 French 1 

(Honors) Intermediate 3 French  1 

(Honors) Advanced 1 French 1 

(Honors) Advanced 2 French 1 

Foundations of Spanish 1 

Intermediate 2 Spanish  1 

(Honors) Intermediate 3 Spanish 1 

(Honors) Advanced 1 Spanish 1 

(Honors) Advanced 2 Spanish 1 

 
 

 

 



 

 
         Visual Arts and Performing Arts 

COURSES UNITS 

Foundations of Art 2D  0.5 

Foundations of Art 3D 0.5 

3D Design: Material and Form (Semester 1) 0.5 

3D: Applied Sculpture & Digital Fabrication (Semester 2) 0.5 

2D: Digital & Ink (Semester 1) 0.5 

2D: Portraiture & Printmaking (Semester 2) 0.5 

(Honors) 2D Design 1 

(Honors) 3D Design  1 

AP® 2D Art & Design 1 

AP® 3D Design 1 

Performance Level Dance 1 

(Honors) Red Choir or Red Choir 1 

(Honors) Upper School Orchestra or Upper School 
Orchestra 

1 

Theater Arts 1 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
         Physical Education and Wellness  

COURSES UNITS 

Wellness 0.5 

PE: Conditioning Level Dance 0.5 

PE: Yoga 0.5 

PE: Athletic Team (2 seasons –  these do not have to be 
consecutive or in the same sport) 

 0 .5 

 
 

         Interdisciplinary 

COURSES UNITS 

Senior Seminar 0.5 

(Honors) Senior Project (by application only) 0.5 

Offshore Leadership Program (OLP)  (by application 
only) 

1.0 

Yearbook Design 1 

 
    

 



 

 

ENGLISH (GRADES 9-12) 
 

 (Honors) English I - Western Literature 
Required, Grade 9, full year, 1 credit, a summer reading text is assigned 
Designed to complement the ninth-grade history course, English I - Western Literature begins with the late Middle 
Ages and ends in the early 19th century with the Romantic period. By studying major works of Western literature in 
their historical contexts, students will gain a deeper understanding of the many literary and historical “-isms” that 
have shaped the evolution of Western literature such as humanism, neoclassicism, and romanticism. The 
discussion-based format of the class fosters creativity, accountability, and critical thinking, encouraging students to 
wrestle with timeless questions: What does it mean to lead a good life? Are our lives the result of free will or 
destiny? Is evil born (nature) or created (nurture)? Through frequent writing assignments, students will continue to 
refine their ability to craft clear, cohesive, and evidence-based arguments. The course culminates with the Oral 
Defense Project, an interdisciplinary research project that allows students to explore a theme of their choice 
through the lenses of English, history, and a third academic subject. 
  

(Honors) English II - World Literature 
Required, Grade 10, full year, 1 credit, a summer reading text is assigned 
Designed to complement the tenth-grade history course, Humanities II-World Literature emphasizes a 
contemporary global perspective through a survey of modern world literature. Using an interdisciplinary approach 
that encompasses historical, political, and cultural influences from 1850 to present day, students explore the social, 
political, economic, and cultural climate of the nineteenth, twentieth, and twenty-first centuries. They explore the 
way in which literature provides a lens for understanding the  impact of colonialism, revolution, imperialism, 
nationalism, and industrialization. Additionally, class discussions promote intellectual discourse as students 
develop writing skills for both academic and real-world writing. Throughout the year, students  hone their writing 
skills and are encouraged to revise and reflect on their reading and writing processes. The course culminates in an 
interdisciplinary Oral Defense Project on a topic of choice that connects historical events to literature and the 
contemporary world.  
  

(Honors) English III - American Literature  
Required: either (Honors) American Literature or AP® English Language and Composition, Grade 11, full year, 1 credit, a 
summer reading text is assigned 
In collaboration with (Honors) American History, we will examine American literature through the lens of the city of 
Charleston. One of the oldest cities in the country, the story of Charleston provides a unique insight into the 
development of society, thinking, and texts created in the United States.  Through an inquiry-based approach, 
students will seek to answer an essential question in each unit by utilizing primary sources, a variety of literary 
texts, and visits to local institutions and historical sites. Students will further develop their critical thinking skills 
while refining the writing and independent research skills that are necessary for success at the college level. 
 
 
 

 



 
 
A variety of discussion and learning strategies, including Harkness discussions, promote intellectual discourse, 
allowing students to find their personal voice in the context of collective inquiry. Emphasis will be placed on “real 
world” forms of writing used in a variety of fields and majors. In conjunction with the Honors American History 
classes, students will engage in a year-long research project. 
 

AP® English Language and Composition 
Required: either (Honors) American Literature or AP® English Language and Composition, Grade 11, full year, 1 credit,  a 
summer reading text and assignment is required 
To be eligible for this course, a student must have achieved a 90% or higher for both Grade 9 and the first semester of 
Grade 10 English, with the expectation that the full year Sophomore English grade will remain at a comparable level. The 
final grade for the Oral Defense Project in Grade 9 is also considered, as is a teacher recommendation.  
“The AP® English Language and Composition course focuses on the development and revision of evidence-based 
analytic and argumentative writing, the rhetorical analysis of nonfiction texts, and the decisions writers make as 
they compose and revise. Students evaluate, synthesize, and cite research to support their arguments. Additionally, 
they read and analyze rhetorical elements and their effects in nonfiction texts–including images as forms of 
texts–from a range of disciplines and historical periods. The AP® English Language and Composition course aligns 
to an introductory college-level rhetoric and writing curriculum” (from The College Board’s AP® English Language 
and Composition Course and Exam Description). This course is fast-paced and writing intensive, requiring timed 
essay production in preparation for the AP® exam. 
 

(Honors) English IV - Special Topics in Literature 
Required, Grade 12; 1 credit (two semester courses) 
The English Department selects senior semester course offerings from a menu of rotating options 
based on faculty expertise and student interest. Topics in the past have included “Moonlight, Magnolias, 
and Myth: Literature of the Old and New South,”  “The End and After: Literature and the Post-Apocalyptic 
Imagination,” “Happily Ever After: the Literature of Love, Power, and Romance,” “Justice and Injustice in 
Contemporary Young Adult Literature,” “Global Cinema,” “Perspective: The Female View on Traditionally Male 
Stories,” “Doin’ the Charleston,” “Things that Go Bump in the Night: Monsters and Monstrosity in Literature,” and 
“Shakespeare and the Poetry of Performance.” 

 

Special Initiative: Writing Intensive  
Required, Grade 9  
Writing Intensive is a 30-minute session that meets once a week to supplement and strengthen the writing skills of 
ninth-grade students. The program fortifies students’ command of foundational grammar, syntax, research, and 
MLA formatting, with targeted support for students’ individual writing needs. The initiative is designed to address 
skill gaps, to reinforce lessons from the classroom, and to provide a flexible, responsive support system for students 
and teachers. It provides a comprehensive, adaptive, and collaborative approach to improving student writing, 
supporting both individual growth and school-wide academic goals, as well as bolstering students’ ability to 
succeed in AP® courses and the ACT and SAT. Students will automatically be enrolled in this non-credit bearing 
class. 

 

 



 

 

HISTORY (GRADES 9-12)  
 

 
In Grades 9-12 the History Department strives to instill knowledge and develop skills that will prepare Ashley Hall 
girls for the challenges that await in college and beyond. Across a breadth of classes, we expose students to various 
traditions, histories, and societies ranging from Ancient Rome to contemporary Charleston. Along the way, students 
develop habits specific to the discipline: close reading, critical thinking, informed questioning, an appreciation for 
historiography, and strong analytical writing. As a natural consequence of our discussion-based instruction, 
students will learn to express their ideas with confidence and vigor. Ultimately, we hope the study of history will 
become a life-long interest and equip our students to engage with the complexities and nuances of our 
ever-evolving world.  
 
 

(Honors) History I - European History 
Required, Grade 9, full year, 1 credit 
Designed to complement English Humanities I, European History is a year-long course stretching from the Fall of 
the Roman Empire in 476 to the Revolutions of 1848. This course emphasizes the interrelated nature of political, 
economic, and social development and their role in shaping Western identity. Students will continue to develop 
their analytical skills in class discussions and by closely reading primary and secondary sources. Humanities I will 
also emphasize strong analytical writing. The final exam consists of the Oral Defense Project (ODP), a semester-long 
interdisciplinary project on the topic of each girl's choice. 
 
 

(Honors) History II - World History 
Required, Grade 10, full year, 1 credit 
Designed to complement English Humanities II, World History carries the global story forward from the Industrial 
Revolution to the Cold War. This course recognizes the central role played by Europe and its impact on 
non-Western people, emphasizing the ties between industrialization and imperialism, the spread of nationalism, 
and the global consequences of the two world wars. Additional topics include revolution, fascism, communism, 
decolonization, and the evolution of technology. Analytical thinking is fostered through research and writing. 
Students learn the importance and method of sourcing both primary and secondary sources, and closely read texts 
for understanding and analysis. This course culminates in a semester-long interdisciplinary Oral Defense Project 
(ODP) on the topic of each girl's choice. 
 
 

(Honors) History III: American History, Charleston, Town as Text  
Required: either (Honors) United States History or AP® United States History, Grade 11, full year, 1 credit 
In collaboration with Honors American Literature and Composition, this course examines United States history 
through the lens of Charleston, South Carolina. As one of the wealthiest cities at the time of the American 
Revolution and a leader in the outbreak of the Civil War, Charleston provides unique insight into the development 

 



 
of the United States. By engaging with primary sources, including the city itself, we seek a first-hand understanding 
of the nation's political, economic, and social development from the seventeenth century through the twentieth. 
This course will develop critical thinking skills, while also refining the  
 
writing and independent research skills necessary for success at the college level. Class discussions promote 
intellectual discourse, allowing students to find their voice in the context of collective inquiry. The course 
culminates with the Block Project, an interdisciplinary historical and literary exploration of a city block of each 
girl's choice.   
  
  

AP® United States History  
Required: either (Honors) United States History or AP® United States History, Grade 11, full year, 1 credit. 
To be eligible for this course, a student must have achieved a 90% or higher for both Grade 9 and the first semester of 
Grade 10 History, with the expectation that the full year History II grade will remain at a comparable level. The final grade 
for the Oral Defense Project in Grade 9 is also considered as is a teacher recommendation.  
AP® US History is a college-level survey of American history from the precolonial times to the modern era with an 
emphasis on the political, economic, social, and cultural forces that have shaped this nation. The course spans nine 
historical periods, recognizing the contributions of a diverse population as the United States has endeavored to live 
up to its ideals of "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." In addition to specific preparation for the AP® exam, 
this course will encourage students to think like historians by engaging with a wide variety of primary and 
secondary sources and testing their ideas in vigorous class discussion. Students will further develop their written 
expression in a series of short essays. All students enrolled in this course should be prepared for a fast-paced 
experience and are expected to complete the AP® exam in May. 

 
 

HISTORY ELECTIVES 
 

 
The History Department offers electives based on faculty expertise and student interest.  

  

(Honors) Economics 
Elective, Grades 11 and 12, fall semester, ½ credit 
This semester-long course comprehensively explores foundational economic principles, primarily focusing on 
behavioral economics. With a strong emphasis on real-world applications, the curriculum integrates current events 
to enhance understanding and relevance. Key topics will include opportunity cost, the pay gap, personal finance, 
and retirement planning, equipping students with practical knowledge for everyday decision-making. A significant 
portion of the course will focus on the irrational aspects of human behavior in economic contexts, offering students 
valuable insights into the complexities of decision-making and contemporary economic challenges. Through 
engaging discussions and analysis, students will develop critical thinking skills and an economic mindset, preparing 
them for advanced studies and informed, responsible citizenship. 
 
 

 



 

AP® Macroeconomics  
Elective, Grades 11 and 12 (priority given to Grade 12 students), spring semester, ½ credit; To be eligible for this course, a 
student must have achieved above a 90% in both their History and their Mathematics class in Grade 11. 
AP® Macroeconomics is a fast-paced college-level course that provides students with a thorough understanding of 
the principles that apply to an economic system as a whole. The course covers key topics such as economic growth, 
inflation, unemployment,  
 
monetary and fiscal policy, and international trade. Students will analyze economic indicators and evaluate the 
effectiveness of different policy measures in addressing economic issues. Through this course, students will develop 
critical analytical skills in preparation for the AP® exam in May, gaining a solid foundation for further studies in 
economics and related fields. Key differences between the AP® Macroeconomics and Honors course include its 
pacing, analytical focus, and quantitative nature. 
 
 
(Honors) Geography and Geopolitics 
Elective, Grades 11 and 12, fall and spring semesters, ½ credit 
Prerequisite: Grade 10 Honors World History  
In this semester-long course, students will explore how the physical geography of a political entity impacts its 
politics and foreign relations. The text, Prisoners of Geography by Tim Marshall, provides a guide for the students to 
understand how the physical geography of some of the world’s political entities–countries such as China, Russia, 
and the United States, continents such as Africa and Europe, and regions such as the Middle East–limits or 
empowers the decisions of the entities.  We will examine how the geography of Russia impacted its decision to 
invade Ukraine, and the impact geography has had on the Israel-Gaza conflict.  In the text The Power of Geography, 
the sequel to Prisoners of Geography, students will examine several regions of the world that will shape global 
politics in a new age of great-power rivalry. Students will consider the refugee crisis in Europe; why the Middle East 
must look beyond oil and sand to secure its future; why the eastern Mediterranean is one of the most volatile 
flashpoints of the twenty-first century; and why the Earth’s atmosphere is set to become the world’s next 
battleground.  Students will undertake a research project on a political entity of their own choosing and will identify 
how the physical geography has shaped, and will continue to shape, its political, military, and foreign relations 
decisions. Along the way, students will learn to read maps and will gain a stronger understanding of the geopolitical 
framework that impacts diplomacy every day in the world.    
 
(Honors) Human Rights 
Elective, Grades 10-12, fall and spring semester, ½ credit 
In this semester-long course, students will explore the origins of codified human rights. They will understand the 
United Nations’ role in promoting and protecting human rights in all member states, and how international law, by 
its nature, provides limited guarantee of these rights. By the end of the course, students will be able to identify the 
factors that define international law and human rights and the systems in place to protect and defend them. The 
course will have a special focus on examining the Human Rights arm of the United Nations and how the UN has 
extended its oversight of these laws into its member states. The texts include academic articles and relevant 
websites (most particularly the United Nations website). Students will participate in class discussions to frame their 
understanding of international law and the role of the United Nations in the key area of human rights. They will 
complete several projects in which they examine the structure of the UN and issues of human rights that play out 
globally today.   

 



 
 
 

(Honors) You Be the Judge: An Examination and Reenactment of the Supreme Court 
Elective, Grades 11 and 12, fall and spring semester, ½ credit 
This semester-long course explores the evolution of constitutional law and the Supreme Court from the nation's 
founding to the present day. Emphasizing the power and influence of today's Court, the course begins with an 
overview of current justices and their competing theories of jurisprudence. Next, students examine the 
Constitution and origins of the Judicial Branch, followed by analysis of landmark cases from the 
nineteenth-century. This course pays special attention to the 14th Amendment and incorporation doctrine, as well 
as the controversial application of substantive due process in cases such as Roe v. Wade (1973).  
 
Along the way, students will write short papers and give case presentations. Coming full circle, the course 
culminates with a moot court reenacting a recent Supreme Court case where students act as attorneys and justices. 
Recent cases that students have chosen include Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization (2022) and Trump v. 
United States (2024).  
 
 

MATHEMATICS (GRADES 9-12) 
 

 
Mathematics studies are sequential and require building a foundation at each level to provide a background to 
support future studies. Students advance through the sequence of studies with successful completion of each 
course at the level which best challenges the student and allows building of foundation. Mathematics classes are 
offered at Grade Level, Honors, and AP Level. All are challenging courses, but Honors and AP® classes explore more 
content and move more quickly through the topics taught. Students in these classes would typically have greater 
homework requirements and are expected to be able to apply concepts learned in new contexts. All of which require 
a strong level of independence as a student.   In recognition of the greater demands, Honors and AP level courses  
students must have demonstrated strong understanding of any relevant prerequisite content. Placement is 
conditional upon final grades and exams in any prerequisite course. Students may be required  to successfully 
complete additional summer work to secure a place in an Honors or an AP® class. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS - TYPICAL COURSE PROGRESSION  

 
 

Algebra I 
Required - Algebra I or (Honors) Algebra I, full year, 1 credit 
Prerequisite: Integrated Math Foundations 
This course reinforces skills required for algebraic manipulations and application in solving problems. Topics 
include linear equations, inequalities (including compound), number line and coordinate plane graphing, powers 
and exponents, quadratic functions, polynomials and factoring, and radicals and irrational numbers. 
 

(Honors) Algebra I 
Required - Algebra I or (Honors) Algebra I, full year, 1 credit 
Prerequisite: Integrated Math Foundations 
To be eligible for this course, a student must have a minimum of 11 points on the Honors Placement Rubric (See Appendix 
A). 
This course focuses on skills required for algebraic manipulations and application in solving problems. Topics 
include linear equations, inequalities (including compound), number line and coordinate plane graphing, powers 
and exponents, quadratic functions, polynomials and factoring, radicals and irrational numbers. Honors Algebra I 
offers a more rigorous study of algebraic topics including additional explorations in geometry, algebraic reasoning, 
and probability. It includes investigations of absolute value equations, rational exponents, and cubic and rational 
functions. 
 

 



 

 
Geometry 
Required - Geometry or (Honors) Geometry, full year, 1 credit 
Prerequisite: Algebra I 
This course introduces basic concepts of Euclidean geometry. Through the study of logic students use deductive 
reasoning to prove and extend concepts. Topics include parallelism, congruence, angles of polygons, similarity, the 
Right Triangle Theorem, circles, area, volume, coordinate geometry, and many aspects of Algebra I. 
 

(Honors) Geometry 
Required - Geometry or (Honors) Geometry, full year, 1 credit 
Prerequisite: (Honors) Algebra I 
To be eligible for this course, a student must have a minimum of 11 points on the Honors Placement Rubric (See Appendix 
A). 
Honors Geometry includes a rigorous proof-oriented approach to Euclidean geometry.  The course begins with 
basic postulates and definitions and uses deductive and inductive reasoning to support formulating and defending 
conjectures. Topics depend on many key algebraic concepts and include congruency, parallelism, similarity, 
polygons, circles, area, volume, right triangle trigonometry and coordinate geometry. Compared to Geometry, this 
course is faster paced and requires the ability to work through complex topics independently and at a deeper level 
of analysis and application. 
 

Algebra II 
Required - Algebra II or (Honors) Algebra II, full year, 1 credit 
Prerequisite: Geometry 
This course continues explorations of linear systems and emphasizes understanding of polynomial functions, 
rational functions, and radical functions. The course provides detailed study of these functions through graphing, 
modeling, and applications. Operations with exponential, logarithmic, and trigonometric expressions are also 
introduced, and the number system is expanded to include complex numbers. 
 

(Honors) Algebra II 
Required - Algebra II or (Honors) Algebra II, full year, 1 credit 
Prerequisite: (Honors) Geometry 
To be eligible for this course, a student must have a minimum of 11 points on the Honors Placement Rubric (See Appendix 
A). 
Honors Algebra II offers a more rigorous study of algebraic topics and, in addition to Algebra II content, covers 
more expansive explorations in trigonometry, sequences and series, and exponential and logarithmic functions. The 
additional topics increase the pace and depth of the course. Compared to Algebra 2, this course is faster paced, 
requires the ability to work through complex topics independently and at a deeper level of analysis and application. 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 
Algebra III/Trigonometry 
Full year, 1 credit 
Prerequisites: Algebra II 
This course continues development of algebraic topics and use of technology and focuses on solid algebraic 
foundation for calculus. The course begins by analyzing the difference between functions and relations before 
proceeding with additional study of polynomial functions, rational functions, exponential and logarithmic 
functions, trigonometric functions and their applications. Regression is utilized to introduce and study polynomial 
functions in greater depth, particularly linear functions.  

 

Pre-Calculus 
Full Year, 1 credit  
Prerequisites: Algebra II 
Pre-calculus is an in-depth study of functions. The course reviews functions versus relations, polynomial functions 
through regression analysis,  followed by an exploration of exponential and logarithmic functions, rational 
functions, and trigonometric functions. We will conclude the year with trigonometric applications, analytic 
geometry, and introductory limits and sequences and series as time permits. 
  

(Honors) Pre-Calculus 
Full Year, 1 credit 
Prerequisites: (Honors) Algebra II 
To be eligible for this course, a student must have a minimum of 11 points on the Honors Placement Rubric (See Appendix 
A). 
This course is designed to develop each student’s intuitive base and enhance the working tools for the study of AP 
Calculus AB. It emphasizes graphical, numerical and algebraic modeling, and problem solving and includes the 
detailed study of polynomial functions, rational functions, exponential functions, logarithmic functions and 
trigonometric functions.  Compared to Pre-Calculus, this course is faster paced, requires a deeper analysis of 
concepts and the ability to work through complex topics independently . 
 

(Honors) Calculus 
Grades 11 and 12, full Year, 1 credit 
Prerequisites: Pre-Calculus or (Honors) Pre-Calculus 
To be eligible for this course, a student must have a minimum of 11 points on the Honors Placement Rubric.  
(Honors) Calculus is a first year calculus course.  Some of the topics covered include limits, continuity, derivatives, 
applications of derivatives (related rates, curve-sketching, and optimization), integrals, and techniques of 
integration.  This course is ideal for students who are hard-working and prefer a course that moves at a more 
comfortable pace than the AP® offering. 
  

 
 
 

 



 

 
AP® Calculus (AB) 
Grades 11 and 12, full year, 1 credit   
Prerequisite: (Honors) Pre-Calculus 
To be eligible for this course, a student must have a minimum of 17 points on the AP® Math Course Placement Rubric  
This course emphasizes functions, graphs and limits, methods and applications of the derivative, techniques of 
integration and application of the integral in preparation for the AP® exam. This is a highly challenging, rigorous, 
fast-paced course in which students should expect to have daily homework and frequent tests.  
 

(Honors) Introduction to Statistics 
Elective, Grades 10, 11 & 12 (priority given to Grade 12 students)  Semester 1/2 credit   
Prerequisites: Algebra 1 and Geometry 
To be eligible for this course, a student must have a minimum of 11 points on the Honors Placement Rubric.  
This course is designed to provide students with a comprehensive introduction to the core principles of Statistics.. 
The curriculum covers three fundamental areas: descriptive statistics, which includes learning to summarize data 
through histograms, average, standard deviation, normal curve, and correlation techniques; probability theory, 
which introduces students to chance models, expected value, standard error, probability distributions, and the 
normal curve's mathematical properties; and statistical inference, which teaches students how to make valid 
generalizations from samples, focusing on estimation techniques, measurement error, and tests of statistical 
significance. Throughout the course, students will develop practical skills in statistical computing and gain tools for 
critically assessing statistical claims, preparing them for advanced academic studies and careers that require data 
analysis skills.. 
 

AP® Statistics* 
Grades 11 and 12, full year, 1 credit   
Prerequisite: PreCalculus, Honors PreCalculus To be eligible for this course, a student must have a minimum of 17 points 
on the AP® Math Course Placement Rubric.  
 
This course introduces the major tools for collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data.  Includes 
exposure to four broad conceptual themes: exploring data; planning a study; anticipating patterns; and statistical 
inference in preparation for the AP® exam. This is a rigorous, fast-paced course in which students should expect to 
have daily homework and frequent tests.  
 
*This course may be taken concurrently with (Honors) Pre-Calculus. Completion of Algebra II Honors is required. In rare 
cases, with Department Chair approval, this course may meet a student’s graduation mathematics credit requirement. 
  
  

 
 
 
 

 



 

 
Personal Finance 
Elective, Grades 10, 11 & 12 (priority given to Grade 12 students)  Semester 1/2 credit    
Prerequisites: Algebra 1 and Geometry; this class offers general elective credit only. 
Personal Finance is a semester-long course which will provide a transformative foundation of financial 
skills that will enable students to make informed decisions as they enter their adult lives.  Topics 
covered will be behavioral finance, taxes, checking, saving, paying for college, types of credit, managing 
credit, investing, insurance, and budgeting.   
 

 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY  (GRADES 9-12)  
 

 
The typical sequence of Upper School core science courses begins with Biology in ninth grade, progresses through 
Chemistry in tenth grade, and culminates with Physics in eleventh grade; students also complete two required 
technology courses—usually in grades nine and ten. A range of science and technology electives is also available 
beginning in eleventh grade. Students move through the science sequence by successfully completing each course 
at the level—Grade Level or Honors—that both appropriately challenges them and allows them to build a strong and 
coherent foundation in science. All science and technology courses are offered at the Grade Level and/or Honors 
Level, with the exceptions of AP® Biology and AP Computer Science Principles. While all science and technology 
offerings are rigorous, Honors and AP® courses explore content in greater depth, move at a faster pace, and often 
require summer preparatory work. In addition, Honors Chemistry- and Honors Physics-focused courses assume a 
level of mathematical maturity that is best met by students who have taken Honors-level mathematics courses. 
These classes rely heavily on quantitative reasoning, algebraic manipulation, and the application of mathematical 
concepts to novel scientific problems. 

Students enrolled in Honors and AP® science and technology courses should expect greater homework demands 
and are expected to apply concepts independently in new and unfamiliar contexts. Success in these courses 
requires strong study habits, effective time management, and a high degree of academic independence.  In 
recognition of these increased expectations, placement in Honors (core) and AP® science and technology courses 
requires demonstrated strength in relevant prerequisite science and math content. Placement is conditional upon 
final course grades and exam performance in all prerequisite courses, and students may be required to successfully 
complete additional summer work to secure and maintain placement in an Honors or AP science or technology 
class. 

 
 
 
 



 

 
SCIENCE (GRADES 9-12)  

 
 

Biology I 
Grade 9, full year, 1 credit 
This hands-on class begins with a comprehensive unit covering various aspects of ecological processes.  It examines 
the chemical basis of life with an emphasis on carbohydrates, lipids, protein, and nucleic acids.  It presents the 
structure and function of animal and plant cells through manipulative models. It investigates biochemical pathways 
of photosynthesis and cellular respiration.  It includes a genetics unit that covers simple Mendelian principles, 
chromosomal theory, meiosis, genetic disorders, and principles of genetic engineering.  Additionally, it examines 
the theory of evolution and the history of life on earth. 
  

(Honors) Biology I 
Grade 9, full year, 1 credit 
To be eligible for this course, a student must achieve a 10 on the science placement rubric. Math results and the level of 
math taken will also be reviewed. 
Utilizing an inquiry-based approach, this course focuses on an appreciation for science as a process. 
Student-designed laboratory work is a vital part of the course.  The course begins with a comprehensive overview 
of ecological processes, and it investigates cell theory and processes, zoonotic bacteria and viruses; explores 
genetics, DNA and related technologies, the biochemical pathways of photosynthesis and cellular respiration; and 
completes a comprehensive review of modern evolutionary theory. Honors Biology offers a more in-depth 
exploration of the topics covered in Biology, while also emphasizing independent learning, and presenting students 
with more rigorous, fast paced, and challenging content.  
   

Chemistry I 
Grade 10, Prerequisites: Biology I and Algebra II (concurrently), full year, 1 credit 
Chemistry I is a  rigorous course designed to provide students with basic chemical concepts coupled with the 
corresponding mathematical skills.  Subjects emphasized in this course include atomic theory, periodic laws, 
chemical bonding, chemical formulas and compounds, chemical equations and reactions, stoichiometry, and gas 
laws.  As laboratory work is a major portion of the class design, proper lab safety, lab procedure, and lab skills are 
emphasized. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
(Honors) Chemistry I 
Grade 10, full year, 1 credit 
To be eligible for this course, a student must achieve a 10 on the science placement rubric. Math results and the level of 
math taken will also be reviewed. 
This fast paced, rigorous course is designed to provide students with basic chemical concepts coupled with the 
corresponding mathematical skills. Subjects emphasized in this course are covered more in-depth compared to the 
general Chemistry I course. In addition, students are expected  to refine their critical thinking skills through more 
challenging course material, lab activities, writing lab reports and assessments.  

 

Physics I 
Grades 11-12, full year, 1 credit; prerequisites:  Algebra I and either Geometry or Algebra II with the other as a co-requisite, 
full year, 1 credit 
This course introduces fundamental physics concepts including motion, forces, energy, and related topics through 
problem solving, hands-on labs, and projects. Physics instills both a deep conceptual understanding of how our 
world works and the requisite mathematical fluency to describe phenomena quantitatively.   In addition, students 
hone their critical thinking, modeling, and communication abilities–  key skills that can apply to all areas of life. 
Particular emphasis is placed on students’  ability to be presented with an unfamiliar problem, to identify 
understood concepts and known tools, and to use their understanding of connections between concepts to find 
solutions, and to clearly communicate these solutions. 

 
​

(Honors) Physics I 
Grades 11-12, full year, 1 credit; prerequisite or corequisite (Honors) Pre-Calculus 
To be eligible for this course, a student must achieve a 10 on the science placement rubric. Math results and the level of 
math taken will also be reviewed. 
This course includes all of the fundamental concepts listed in Physics I, as well as additional topics in electricity and 
magnetism.  All concepts covered in Honors Physics I are presented in a more rigorous fashion than they are in 
Physics I; problems are more complex; labs are more demanding and projects are more involved. In addition, the 
emphasis on mathematical computation and data analysis is at a higher level, and involves more complex Algebra 
and Trigonometry. 
 

Science Department Electives  
 
AP® Biology 
Elective, Grades 11-12 (Priority given to Grade 12 students) Prerequisite: (Honors) Biology I and Chemistry I, full year, 1 
credit 
To be eligible for this course, a student must meet the criterion established by the Science Department and shared to 
students in their classes. Student results in Chemistry I and Biology I are especially significant in this evaluation. 

 



 
This course develops a conceptual framework for the study of modern biology and an understanding of science as a 
process.  Topics covered include broad areas of study to encompass cells and cellular processes (40%), heredity and 
genetics (20%), evolution (20%) and organisms and ecology (20%).  The course applies factual information to broader 
themes that are emphasized throughout the curriculum while fostering critical thinking skills through problem 
solving activities.  The course encourages cooperative learning and enhances the understanding of technique 
through laboratory exercises. Due to the amount of material and laboratory requirements, this course meets four 
times during the week, traditionally from 8am - 9am on Fridays. Students are expected to self-study material 
beyond that which is covered in class.  
 

(Honors) Linked:  An Introduction to Data Science, Complex Networks, Nonlinear Dynamics, 
and Chaos in Science, Art, and the Humanities 
Elective, Grades 11-12, full year, 1 credit  prerequisites: Introduction to Coding and (Honors) Algebra II.  Students who 
have taken Introduction to Coding and Algebra II can be considered for the course with permission of the instructor. 
Grade 10 students who meet the requirements can also be considered by permission of the instructor.  

What do COVID, iphone sales, and recent Gen Z-led protests in South and Southeast Asia have in common?  How 
are scrambled eggs like an avalanche?  Could the flap of a butterfly’s wings in Timbuktu actually set off a windstorm 
in Charleston?   Are you really only six social introductions away from meeting Taylor Swift?! 

Remarkably, all of these questions have very clear mathematical answers.  In this STEAM-themed science elective, 
you will gain first-hand experience with Complexity Science—a cutting-edge field that  is revolutionizing the way 
we think by revealing deep-seated mathematical similarities between topics as diverse as physics and sociology. 
You’ll be introduced to the mathematics of Network Theory, Nonlinear Dynamics, and Chaos as you also gain 
hands-on experience in Data Science– in writing computer code that incorporates powerful machine learning and 
computational modeling tools, in mining and statistically analyzing data, and in using state-of-the-art programs to 
create visual and graphical displays of data. Moreover, you will explore all of these ideas in the contexts of biology, 
sociology, physics, linguistics, and art (among others!).  Through guest lectures, applications, and projects, you will 
gain insight into how and why Science can no longer be neatly subdivided into physics, chemistry, biology, etc., and 
why it has, instead, become an intriguing hybridization of diverse fields.  Prepare to look at the world around you in 
a completely novel way as you discover how everything is linked to everything else in a universe whose whole is 
more than the sum of its parts! 

 (Honors) Botany​
Elective, Grades 11-12, Prerequisites:  Biology I and Chemistry I, fall semester,  1/2 credit 
This junior/senior level experiential course will cover the major topics of biology: ecology, evolution, energy, 
genetics and biological systems in an environmental science framework. Compared to AP® Biology, this course 
covers fewer topics in greater depth. This course will be focused on current advances in science, research, and 
technology and will have several research/experimental components. We will explore plant science through 
application and will work in the native plant garden, greenhouse and in the field. This course is ideal for students 
who are interested in the biological sciences but are not interested in the rapid pace of AP® Biology.  
 

 
 
 

 



 

 
Botany 
Elective, Grades 10-12, Prerequisites:  Biology I,  fall semester,  1/2 credit 
This junior/senior-level experiential course introduces students to the major themes of biology—ecology, evolution, 
genetics, taxonomy, and biological systems—through the lens of environmental science. Instead of moving quickly 
through many topics, the course takes a slower, more exploratory approach that allows students to connect 
concepts to real-world examples and current ideas based on scientific research. The main focus of this course is 
plant science. Students will spend time in the laboratory, native plant garden, greenhouse, and outdoor spaces as 
they learn to recognize different plant groups and explore plant structure and function. They will observe and study 
plant cells, learn how photosynthesis works, and become familiar with the basic plant tissues, how plants move 
water and nutrients, and the methods plants use to reproduce. Throughout the year, students will observe how 
plants respond to their environment, study important plant adaptations, and practice a variety of hands-on lab 
skills. This course is well-suited for students who enjoy learning through experience and want a supportive, 
engaging science course. 

 

(Honors) Physics II 
Elective, Grade 12 , full year, 1 credit   prerequisite: (Honors) Physics I or Physics I (with permission of instructor) 
(Honors) Physics II is the second year of a two-year sequence in introductory physics and covers more specialized 
topics in Physics such as thermodynamics, waves, optics, electricity, magnetism, and introductory relativity and 
quantum mechanics. The course is designed to build on the skills and concepts covered in Physics I while also 
introducing students to more advanced topics and techniques relevant to modern physics and its application in 
specialized fields. Honors Physics II will still be taught from an algebra-based perspective while making the 
connection to calculus when relevant. 
 
Marine Science  ​
Elective, Grades 10-12, fall and spring semesters, 1/2 credit 
This course focuses on the marine ecosystems of South Carolina such as the barrier islands, salt marshes, and 
oyster reefs.  A thorough phylogenetic survey of marine life is completed including phytoplankton, plants, sponges, 
cnidarians, other invertebrates, fishes, mammals, and birds.  The underlying theme is a life-long appreciation for 
the impact that humans have on the ocean environments and the importance of protecting fragile ecosystems.  
 
 

(Honors) Wildlife Biology​ ​
Elective, Grades 11-12, Prerequisites:  Biology I and Chemistry I, spring semester,  1/2 credit 
This junior/senior level experiential course will cover the major topics of biology: ecology, evolution, energy, 
genetics and biological systems in an environmental science framework. Compared to AP® Biology, this course 
covers fewer topics in greater depth. This course will be focused on current advances in science, research, and 
technology and will have several research and field components. We will explore invertebrate and vertebrate 
zoology through weekly laboratory exercises. Focus will be on comparative biology, including ecology, morphology, 
evolution and behavior. Topics include herpetology and ornithology. This course would be ideal for students who 
are interested in the biological sciences but are not interested in the rapid pace of AP® Biology.  

 



 
 

Wildlife Biology 
Elective, Grades 10-12, Prerequisites:  Biology I, spring semester,  1/2 credit 
This junior/senior–level course introduces students to major topics in biology, including ecology, evolution, energy 
flow, genetics, and biological systems, through an environmental science lens. Students will engage in hands-on 
learning experiences that include fieldwork, research activities, and real-world applications of biological concepts. 
The course explores both invertebrate and vertebrate zoology, with an emphasis on comparative biology such as 
ecology, morphology, evolution, and behavior. Specific areas of study include herpetology and ornithology. 
Assessments and laboratory work are designed to be appropriately rigorous for a non-honors course and are less 
intensive than those in the Honors Wildlife Biology course. This course is designed for students interested in the 
biological sciences who prefer a hands-on, in-depth learning experience at a steady pace. 
 

(Honors) Environmental Toxicology  
Elective, Grades 11-12, Prerequisites: Algebra II and Chemistry,  fall semester, ½ credit 
Toxicology is the study of how chemicals affect people, animals, and the environment. This one-semester course 
introduces students to how natural and man-made chemicals can impact human health, organisms and ecosystems. 
The course combines principles from chemistry, biology and environmental science to understand the outcomes 
(results) of exposure to various pollutants in the water, air and soil from cellular to ecological levels. 
 

(Honors) Forensic Toxicology  
Elective, Grades 11-12, Prerequisites: Algebra II and Chemistry,  spring semester, ½ credit 
Toxicology is the study of how chemicals affect people, animals and the environment. This one-semester course 
introduces students to applications of toxicology in the areas of law enforcement and crime investigations. The 
course combines principles from chemistry, biology and forensics to understand how chemical evidence from 
crime scenes can be analyzed, and the effects of synthetic and natural drugs on the body. 
 

Anatomy and Physiology I 
Elective, Grades 11-12, Prerequisites:  Biology I and Chemistry I, fall semester,  1/2 credit  
This semester-long elective provides students with a foundational understanding of human anatomy and 
physiology, focusing on structural organization, body processes, and system interrelationships. Students will 
engage in labs, dissections, case studies, and projects to explore the human body in depth. Emphasis is placed on 
homeostasis, interdependence of systems, and scientific problem-solving. 

Anatomy and Physiology II 
Elective, Grades 11-12, Prerequisites:  Biology I and Chemistry I, spring semester,  1/2 credit  
The second semester of Anatomy & Physiology continues the exploration of the human body, emphasizing 
regulation, transport, and reproduction. Students will deepen their understanding of physiology through laboratory 
investigations, dissections, clinical simulations, and collaborative projects. Connections to health, disease, and 
medical careers will be highlighted. 
 

 
 
 



 

 
TECHNOLOGY (GRADES 9-12)  

 
  

Introduction to Computer Science 
Grades 9-12, one semester (fall), 1/2 credit 
This course takes an introductory look at the study of computers, and computing. Students will explore the 
theoretical and algorithmic foundations of computer science while investigating how computational devices process 
information and create applications. Paired with Introduction to Coding, this course will provide motivation to 
pursue further Technology offerings in the Upper School and will ultimately provide students with a strong 
foundation for college and careers. 

 

Introduction to Coding 
Grades 9-12, one semester (spring), 1/2 credit 
This course introduces and explores the programming languages JavaScript, Python, Mindstorms, and Robot-C. 
Students will learn fundamental programming concepts and constructs including variables, control structures, data 
structures, and syntax while learning to code solutions to real-world problems. Paired with Introduction to 
Computer Science, this course will provide motivation to pursue further Technology offerings in the Upper School 
and will ultimately provide students with a strong foundation for college and careers. 
 

Robot Engineering 
Grades 9-12,  one semester/summer session,  1/2 credit in technology (can replace Introduction to Computer Science or 
Introduction to Coding) 
Using a variety of robot building materials, across different grade levels, this course provides students the 
opportunity to learn, hands-on, the engineering design to problem solving. Students design, build, and code robots 
to compete in various tasks. Using various math, science, artistic and mechanical skills, they work to develop 
solutions to complicated problems and then deploy autonomous robots. Through trial and error, students learn to 
refine their design and adapt their program so that the robot completes the necessary task reliably and consistently. 
We anticipate this exposure will provide motivation for students to continue in computer science and engineering 
courses.  
  

AP®  Computer Science Principles 
Grades 11-12 (Priority is given to higher grades but Grade 10 students can be considered if there is space and they have met 
the prerequisites.)  Full year, 1 credit in technology, Prerequisite: Intro to Computer Science and Intro to Coding (one of 
these may be replaced by the summer Robotics course). 
To be eligible for this course, a student must score a Proficient or Advanced in three or more categories on the AP® 
Computer Science Placement Rubric, and have a  grade of 80% or above in Intro to Computer Science and Intro to 
Coding. 
 

 



 
AP® Computer Science Principles introduces students to the foundational concepts of computer science and 
challenges them to explore how computing and technology can impact the world. With a unique focus on creative 
problem solving and real-world applications, AP® Computer Science Principles prepares students for college and 
career.  Whether it’s 3-D animation, engineering, music, app development, medicine, visual design, robotics, or 
political analysis, computer science is the engine that powers the technology, productivity, and innovation that 
drive the world. Computer science experience has become imperative for today’s students and the workforce of 
tomorrow.  AP®  Computer Science Principles is designed with the goal of creating leaders in computer science 
fields and attracting and engaging those who are traditionally underrepresented with essential computing tools and 
multidisciplinary opportunities. 

 

CLASSICS (GRADES 9-12)   
 

 

Classics I 
Grades 8-12, Full Year, 1 credit 
Designed for any student (grades 8-12), who enters Ashley Hall after the seventh grade. Fundamentals of Latin and 
Greek grammar and English derivatives from these languages. Includes units on Greek and Roman culture and 
mythology which complement readings from the Oxford Latin Course and the Greek grammar text, From Alpha to 
Omega. 
  
Classics II 
Grades 9-12, Full Year, 1 credit 
Students complete their studies of the fundamentals of Latin and Greek grammar while continuing to build their 
knowledge of derivatives in the English language. Emphasis on the development of reading skills from passages on a 
variety of cultural and mythological subjects from the Oxford Latin Course and From Alpha to Omega. 
  

(Honors) Classics III: Expressions of the Will 
Grades 10-12, Full Year, 1 credit 
This course focuses on Greek and Latin historical prose. Students read selections from Xenophon’s Anabasis and 
Livy’s Ab Urbe Condita in the original languages, and they read other sources, such as Herodotus, in translation. As 
always, students develop their powers of self-expression in the English language through their study of these 
classical languages. At the same time, they examine ancient and modern distinctions between fate and free will, 
mindful of the Ashley Hall motto, possunt quae volunt, “Girls who have the will have the ability.” 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 
(Honors) Classics IV: Epic Women  
Grade 11, Full Year, 1 credit 
Dido, Ruler of Carthage. Penelope, Queen of Ithaca. Helen, Princess of Troy. This course takes a close look at the 
roles of these women, and others, as they appear in the great epics of Greece and Rome; namely, Homer’s Odyssey 
and Iliad, and Vergil’s Aeneid. The goal is for students to use the original Greek and Latin texts to understand the 
many roles that women played, not merely in the royal courts, but in the lives of the characters around them. Special attention 
will be placed on poetic literature, the legacy of the epic tradition in modern works, and critical analysis of the fortes and foibles 
of these epic women. 

 

(Honors) Classics V: Love and Friendship (Poetry) 
Grade 12, Fall Semester, 1/2 credit 
Agape.  Amor.  Amicitia.  The women and men of Ancient Greece and Rome felt strongly about the bonds that were 
shared between individuals, and this course will explore multiple facets of these unique and fascinating 
relationships.  Using the target languages as well as secondary sources in translation, course readings will analyze 
love and friendship, ranging from the love of Classical gods for humankind to historical examples of friendship 
between famous mythological and historical characters.  Along the way, students will be invited to reflect and 
research their own topics, express their own views, and delve into the nature of the bonds that unite us. This course 
is intended to be a year-long study, but may be selectively taken as a term course with the approval of the 
instructor. 
 

(Honors) Classics V: Love and Friendship (Prose) 
Grade 12, Spring Semester, 1/2 credit 
Agape.  Amor.  Amicitia.  The women and men of Ancient Greece and Rome felt strongly about the bonds that were 
shared between individuals, and this course will explore multiple facets of these unique and fascinating 
relationships.  Using the target languages as well as secondary sources in translation, course readings will analyze 
love and friendship, ranging from the love of Classical gods for humankind to historical examples of friendship 
between famous mythological and historical characters.  Along the way, students will be invited to reflect and 
research their own topics, express their own views, and delve into the nature of the bonds that unite us. This course 
is intended to be a year-long study, but may be selectively taken as a term course with the approval of the 
instructor. 
 

(Honors) Classics Seminar: Chaos to Cosmos 
Elective, open to all students Grades 10, 11, 12, Fall Semester, 1/2 credit. This course is taught in English. No prior 
experience with Latin and Greek required. 
Where did the world come from? What sort of stuff is it made of – physical stuff, spiritual stuff, or something else? 
What are we, and where did we come from? In this course we explore these and other questions in the context of 
the origins of Western philosophy and science in classical antiquity. At the same time, we explore present-day 
cosmological, genetic, and anthropological theories concerning our origins through Closer to Truth and other 
digital sources. Readings include selections from the Presocratic philosophers, Thucydides, Plato’s Republic, and 
Lucretius’ On the Nature of the Universe, an atomistic account of the cosmos and the origin of human civilization 
from the primal, cave-dwelling past. 
 

 



 

(Honors) Classics Seminar: Mysteries of the Mind 
Elective, open to all students Grades 10, 11, 12, Spring Semester, 1/2 credit. This course is taught in English. No prior 
experience with Latin and Greek required. 
This course focuses on the phenomenon of consciousness, especially in the context of the mind-body problem, a 
long-standing 
problem in the philosophy of mind that concerns the puzzling relationship between our conscious minds and the 
seemingly inert physical matter of which they are composed. We will situate our exploration of consciousness in the 
context of present-day scientific and philosophical debates concerning the nature of life and mind in the universe 
itself. This will lead us in the second half of the course to explore debates regarding consciousness and artificial 
intelligence and what some intellectuals are calling the transhuman, or even post-human future.  

 
 

WORLD LANGUAGE (GRADES 9-12) 
 

 

FRENCH 
 

Intermediate 1 French  
Full year, 1 credit  
Students begin the second of three classes exploring France and francophone cultures through historical, artistic, 
and modern lenses. As students prepare to “travel” to each time period, they will learn about the past and present 
using authentic texts such as short stories, poems, songs, graphic novels, newspaper articles, and French films. 
There will be a communicative objective for each investigation, and students will be speaking about everything they 
are exposed to in class. Students refine their previous skills through reading, writing, listening, and oral expression. 
Poetry recitation and digital projects promote confidence and authentic self-expression. This course is taught in 
French. 
 

Intermediate 2 French 
Full year, 1 credit 
Students begin the third of three classes exploring France and francophone cultures through the historical, artistic 
and modern lenses. Students will study the francophone world in-depth exclusively outside of France while 
connecting the past to the present with authentic texts such as short stories, poems, songs, magazines, current 
newspaper articles, and films.  Students will be speaking about everything they are exposed to in class. The focus is 
for students to express themselves in French and to discuss in French more spontaneously. Students refine their 
previous skills through reading, writing, listening, and oral expression. Poetry recitation and digital projects 
promote confidence and authentic self-expression. This course is taught in French. 

  

 
(Honors) Intermediate 3 French 
Full year, 1 credit 

 



 
As an Honors class, Intermediate-3 French moves more quickly and in depth than earlier classes and explores 
authentic resources in French. This course explores la liberté (freedom) through poems, songs, books, and films, 
among other sources. Students read two novels, as well as newspaper and magazine articles; they make connections 
from the texts to current events and issues and express these connections in short essay form; they use active and 
passive voice, and they are capable of learning the more subtle nuances governing the rules of the various tenses 
and moods.  Students manipulate the language with greater ease. Poetry recitation and digital projects promote 
confidence and authentic self-expression.  This course is taught in French. 

   
(Honors) Advanced 1 French 
Full year, 1 credit 
This course is guided by the theme l’égalité (equality).  Students read a variety of authentic texts and make 
connections to the past and present as they think critically about culture and civilization, especially as they relate to 
personal responsibility, tolerance, and ethics.  The course focuses on the more subtle rules governing grammar, 
tenses and moods. Poetry recitation and digital projects promote confidence and authentic self-expression. This 
course is taught in French. 
 
(Honors) Advanced 2 French 
Full year, 1 credit 
Guided by the theme la fraternité (brotherhood). This course focuses on advanced oral expression through daily 
discussions, debates, and conversations.  Tenses and grammar concepts are used naturally and extemporaneously 
to promote oral proficiency.  Students read two novels, which guide the examination of equality in both the past and 
present Francophone worlds.  Coursework is designed to emphasize a strong spontaneous and natural usage of all 
grammar concepts, tenses, and idiomatic French in both written and oral expression.  Students write a wide variety 
of essays, rédactions, letters, etc.  This course is taught in French. 
  

SPANISH 
 

Foundations of Spanish  
Full Year, 1 credit 
Designed for any student (grades 7-12) new to Ashley Hall who has no prior Spanish instruction, this accelerated 
course is designed to introduce students to the Spanish language. The goal of this course is to have students gain a 
thorough comprehension of the basic tenets of the Spanish language, the confidence to communicate, and a desire 
to understand the multi-cultural perspectives of the Spanish-speaking communities around the world. At the end 
of the course, students will continue on to Novice-3 or Intermediate-1 depending on their progress and a placement 
test. Poetry recitation and digital projects promote confidence and authentic self-expression. This course is taught 
in Spanish.  
 

 
 
Intermediate 1 Spanish 
Full year, 1 credit 

 



 
Intermediate 1 Spanish focuses on building strong communication skills through a cultural exploration of the 
Spanish-speaking world. Students work with fiction and non-fiction texts to build vocabulary, improve grammatical 
accuracy, and strengthen reading and listening comprehension, while regularly applying language through speaking 
and writing. Music, short videos, and age-appropriate shows in Spanish provide authentic listening practice and 
cultural context, and creative projects help make language learning engaging and meaningful. Instruction 
emphasizes high-frequency structures, consistent practice, and use of language in context and supports students in 
developing confidence and clarity in real-world communication.  Poetry recitation and digital projects promote 
confidence and authentic self-expression. This course is taught in Spanish  

 
 
Intermediate 2 Spanish 
Full year, 1 credit 
Intermediate 2 Spanish is designed for students who have completed beginner and early intermediate coursework 
and are ready to expand their communicative abilities and cultural understanding. This course emphasizes 
authentic language use, critical thinking, and cultural literacy, integrating music, literature, film, and current 
events from across the Spanish-speaking world. Students will engage with a variety of media—including songs, 
short stories, films, and news articles—while exploring themes such as resilience, identity, family, and social 
issues. Grammar and vocabulary study is contextualized through meaningful communication, focusing on advanced 
verb tenses (imperfect, conditional, subjunctive, pluscuamperfecto), complex sentence structures, and nuanced 
expression. By combining interactive projects, discussions, and creative activities, students will not only develop 
linguistic proficiency but also strengthen their ability to make connections between Spanish-speaking cultures 
and their own experiences. The course encourages reflection, collaboration, and confident self-expression, 
preparing students for higher-level Spanish courses and real-world communication. 

  

 (Honors) Intermediate 3 Spanish 
Full year, 1 credit 
As an Honors class, Intermediate 3 Spanish moves more quickly and in depth more quickly and in depth than earlier 
classes.. It uses authentic and advanced resources. This course is guided by the theme of personal identity.  
Students use their own lives and those of Hispanics both in the United States and around the world.  Students build 
vocabulary and idiomatic expressions through authentic texts in the form of novels, excerpts of literary works, and 
a variety of listening tools. Grammar foci include narrating in the past, using commands, present subjunctive and 
the subjunctive mood. Students begin to function well in Spanish and establish an understanding of key concepts 
that are interrelated and cumulative.  The Oral Proficiency Interview continues to strengthen oral communication 
and promote spontaneous use of language and grammar. Poetry recitation and digital projects promote confidence 
and authentic self-expression. This course is taught in Spanish. 
 

 
 
 
 
(Honors) Advanced 1 Spanish 
Full year, 1 credit 

 



 
Advanced Spanish 1 is a dynamic, immersive course designed to strengthen students’ linguistic fluency and deepen 
their understanding of the Spanish-speaking world through authentic cultural experiences. Over the course of the 
year, students explore the overarching theme of “Crecer desde dentro” (Grow from within) while engaging with 
diverse artistic and literary voices from across the Hispanic world. Through the study of two novels and literary 
excerpts, as well as short films, news media, and music from over twenty countries, students build advanced 
communication skills and cultural literacy. The course balances interpretive, interpersonal, and presentational 
communication in an environment that values creativity, curiosity, and connection. Frequent integration of music, 
film, literature, and class discussions invites students to reflect on identity, gender, family, and community—core 
elements of the IB Learner Profile and global citizenship. The Oral Proficiency Interview continues to strengthen 
oral communication and promotes spontaneous use of language and grammar. Poetry recitation and digital projects 
promote confidence and authentic self-expression.This course is taught in Spanish 

 

(Honors) Advanced 2 Spanish 
Full year, 1 credit 
This course is guided by the idea of equality by learning about world issues and current events, with a focus on 
women’s rights.  Students read a variety of poems, stories and novels by Hispanic authors. Advanced vocabulary and 
grammar are practiced in context in the form of authentic texts, audio selections, current events, debates and 
written works.  Students are expected to function entirely in Spanish in complex discussions, debates, role-plays 
and oral presentations.  Natural and spontaneous speech is a primary goal of the course.  The Oral Proficiency 
Interview continues to strengthen oral communication and promotes spontaneous use of language and grammar. 
Poetry recitation and digital projects promote confidence and authentic self-expression. This course is taught in 
Spanish.  
 
 

VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS (GRADES 9-12)  
 

 
VISUAL ARTS 
 
 Foundations 2D (Semester One or Two) 
Grades 9-12, semester, .5 credit, Materials fee $75.00 
This semester-long course, in conjunction with the semester-long 3D Foundations course, is a prerequisite 
for all advanced visual arts courses in the Upper School. This studio-based class is designed to build technical 
proficiency, grounded in classical rendering principles. Aimed at entry-level students, it strengthens their 
grasp of design concepts, visual perception, observational skills, and technical abilities. 
 
 
 
Foundations 3D (Semester One or Two) 
Grades 9-12, semester, .5 credit, Materials fee $75.00 

 



 
This semester-long course, in conjunction with the semester-long 2D Foundations course, is a prerequisite 
for all advanced visual arts courses in the Upper School.  This course is designed for entry-level students to 
build proficiency in three-dimensional media and techniques. The course strengthens the student’s grasp of 
spatial design concepts, visual perception, and form construction, focusing on the relationship between 
object, material, and physical space. Students will explore a wide range of skill sets by engaging in hands-on 
projects using both classical and contemporary sculptural and construction methods. 
 
2D (Digital & Ink) Semester One 
Grades 10-12, semester, 0.5 credits, fall semester 
Prerequisite: Foundations of Art (both semesters), Materials Fee 75.00 
This studio-based course builds upon foundational art skills through focused study of drawing, digital design, 
and ink rendering. Emphasis is placed on experimentation, craftsmanship, and the thoughtful application of 
design principles. Through exploring a range of materials, students develop confidence in visual expression, 
compositional decision-making, and individual creativity. The course is designed to stand alone or be taken in 
conjunction with 2D Art: Portraiture & Printmaking, and completing both semesters is highly encouraged 
before enrolling in 2D Honors. 
 
2D (Portraiture & Printmaking) Semester Two 
Grades 10-12, semester, 0.5 credits, spring semester 
Prerequisite: Foundations of Art (both semesters), Materials Fee 75.00 
This studio-based course invites students to expand their artistic voice through focused exploration of 
portraiture and printmaking, while enhancing conceptual thinking and refining technical skills. Using a 
variety of media, students create expressive works that explore personal themes, visual storytelling, and 
advanced compositional strategies. Critical analysis, self-reflection, and art historical context enhance 
understanding and growth. The course is designed to stand alone or be taken in conjunction with 2D Art: 
Digital & Ink, and completing both semesters is highly encouraged before enrolling in 2D Honors. 
 
3D Design (Material and Form) Semester One 
Grades 10-12, semester, 0.5 credits, fall semester 
Prerequisite: Foundations of Art (both semesters), Materials fee $75.00  
This studio-based course is designed for students ready to deepen their mastery of three-dimensional art 
and design. Building on the core principles of 3D Foundations, this semester is a hands-on exploration of 
form, structure, and physical media. Students will investigate various construction methods, including 
additive, subtractive, and kinetic processes, as they work through complex design problems. Projects will 
cover a wide range of materials, such as ceramics, plaster, fiber arts, and wire, challenging students to 
understand material properties and structural integrity. Emphasis is placed on developing a mature artistic 
voice, technical proficiency, and the ability to articulate conceptual intent in constructive group critiques. The 
course is designed to stand alone or be taken in conjunction with 3D Design: Applied Sculpture & Digital 
Fabrication, and completing both semesters is highly encouraged before enrolling in 3D Honors. 
  
3D (Applied Sculpture & Digital Fabrication) Semester Two 
Grades 10-12, semester, 0.5 credits, spring semester 

 



 
Prerequisite: Foundations of Art (both semesters), Materials fee $75.00 
This studio-based course encourages students to explore how form and concept relate to function and 
environment. Building on the course principles of 3D Foundations, this semester focuses on applied design 
and the activation of physical space. Students will explore a diverse set of fabrication techniques, ranging 
from large-scale cardboard construction and assemblage to the use of modern tools like digital cutting and 3D 
pen technology. Projects may also include investigations into wearable art, textile construction, and functional 
object design, promoting a professional level of precision and problem-solving. This course encourages 
students to blend technology with traditional craftsmanship while developing an independent approach to 
their artistic process and design methodology. The course is designed to stand alone or be taken in 
conjunction with 3D Design: Material & Form, and completing both semesters is highly encouraged before 
enrolling in 3D Honors. 
 
2D Honors 
Grades 11-12, Full year, 1 credit 
Prerequisite: Foundations of Art (both semesters), 2D Design (at least one semester, full-year recommended), teacher 
recommendation, Materials Fee 125.00 
This studio-based course offers highly motivated students the opportunity to develop a comprehensive 2D 
portfolio, either as preparation for the AP® 2D Portfolio course, college applications, or for personal 
achievement. Students are encouraged to work independently and pursue a sustained artistic focus, including 
designing the poster for the Theater Department’s Spring play. The course will offer opportunities with 
painting, drawing, printmaking, digital art, and mixed media processes. The culmination of the year is a 
self-directed final project where students propose the theme, media, and scope of their work. Success 
requires developing the rigorous studio habits necessary for independent practice, which includes meticulous 
craftsmanship and the ability to critically analyze and articulate artistic choices through formal critiques.  
 
3D Honors  
Grades 11-12, Full year, 1 credit 
Prerequisite: Foundations of Art (both semesters), 3D Design (at least one semester, full-year recommended), teacher 
recommendation, Materials Fee 125.00 
This studio-based course offers highly motivated students the opportunity to develop a comprehensive 3D 
portfolio, either as preparation for the AP 3D Portfolio course, college applications, or for personal 
achievement. The course emphasizes sustained investigation into personally meaningful, conceptual themes, 
moving beyond surface-level technique to address complex artistic problems. Students will develop material 
mastery by making informed choices from a wide variety of media such as ceramic, fiber, and metal, often 
choosing their own materials and construction methods, to best articulate their ideas. The culmination of the 
year is a self-directed final project where students propose the theme, media, and scope of their work. 
Success requires developing the rigorous studio habits necessary for independent practice, which includes 
meticulous craftsmanship and the ability to critically analyze and articulate artistic choices through formal 
critiques.  
 
 
2D AP®/ Art & Design  or Drawing 

 



 
Grade 12, Full year, 1 credit 
Prerequisite: Foundations of Art (both semesters), 2D Design (at least one semester, full-year recommended), 2D 
Honors, & teacher recommendation  Materials Fee 125.00 
The AP® 2-D Art and Design course is a rigorous, year-long, college-level studio experience designed for 
highly motivated students prepared to complete a professional portfolio. This course challenges students to 
demonstrate mastery of two-dimensional design principles through a sustained, personal investigation of 
ideas that reflect thoughtful inquiry and creative problem-solving.  Students will experiment with a wide 
range of materials and techniques such as drawing, painting, collage, digital processes, photography, and 
mixed media, while developing their own visual voice. The course centers on an in-depth Sustained 
Investigation (Concentration), in which students explore a personal conceptual theme through an iterative 
process of inquiry, practice, and revision. Throughout the year, they maintain a process journal or digital 
sketchbook to document experimentation, influences, and artistic decisions. Students are expected to work 
independently, critically analyze their choices, and consistently uphold rigorous studio habits. Final 
submissions include both a visual portfolio and written evidence submitted to the College Board for 
adjudication and scoring. This demanding course requires significant dedication both in and out of the studio 
and serves as excellent preparation for collegiate art programs. 
 
3D AP® 
Grade 12, Full year, 1 credit 
Prerequisite: Foundations of Art (both semesters), 3D Design (at least one semester, full-year recommended), 3D 
Honors, & teacher recommendation, Materials Fee 125.00 
The AP® 3-D Art and Design course is a rigorous, year-long, college-level studio experience designed for 
highly motivated students ready to complete a professional portfolio. This class challenges students to 
develop a body of work that demonstrates mastery of three-dimensional design principles and an exceptional 
command of materials and techniques.  The course centers on an in-depth Sustained Investigation 
(Concentration), in which students explore a personal conceptual theme through an iterative process of 
inquiry, practice, and revision. Throughout the year, they maintain a process journal or digital sketchbook to 
document experimentation, influences, and artistic decisions. Students are expected to work independently, 
critically analyze their choices, and consistently uphold rigorous studio habits. Final submissions include 
both a visual portfolio and written evidence submitted to the College Board for adjudication and scoring. This 
demanding course requires significant dedication both in and out of the studio and serves as excellent 
preparation for collegiate art programs. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
PERFORMING ARTS 

 



 

 
Red Choir 
Grades 9-12, full year, 1 credit; Prerequisite – Approval by the conductor. Previous musical experience is not required, but 
singers must be able to match pitch. 
The Red Choir is the oldest established ensemble at Ashley Hall. The choir is composed of Upper School students who 
are interested in and dedicated to the art of vocal music. Students have the opportunity to perform a variety of sacred 
and secular music from all different genres and time periods. While this course is participation and performance based, 
students also will continue building on the basics of music theory, aural skills and sight singing as they apply to the 
specific music being studied. Students will have an opportunity to explore other aspects of the music such as historical 
context, composers’ biographies, background texts/lyric details, and any other information relevant to the repertoire 
prepared for each concert. 
 
Red Choir singers are featured in  the Ashley Hall Christmas Play as they have been for more than one hundred years. 
This is the culmination of the Fall Semester, and singing in the choir is the only role Red Choir students will fulfill.  The 
roles of jesters, angels, and actors will be taken by non-Red Choir members. Additional required performances include 
the Spring Performing Arts Department showcase, the Baccalaureate Service in May and various school assemblies.  
Further performance opportunities may include off-campus special invitation performances and regional choral 
festivals including Carowinds Festival in May.  

 
 
Honors Red Choir 
Grades 9-12, full year, 1 credit; Prerequisite – Approval by the conductor.  New students, please contact Ms. Cook at 
cookm@ashleyhall.org for a pre-registration interview. Previous musical experience is not required, but singers must be 
able to match pitch. 

To be eligible for Honors Red Choir (HRC), you must have participated in the choir program for at least one year 
prior, had previous vocal or choral experience, or have special permission from the conductors. Interested students 
new to Ashley Hall and/or to the choral program may contact the conductors prior to registering. HRC meets 
simultaneously with the larger Red Choir. 
 
HRC is composed of a select group of 6-8 Red Choir students who are musically and/or vocally advanced and 
able to learn music independently. While HRC students also sing with the larger Red Choir, HRC students 
must be willing to attend occasional extra rehearsals and performances throughout the year. Honors students 
also serve as section leaders for the larger choir, and may be called upon to lead sectional rehearsals during 
class time. 
 
(Honors) Upper School Orchestra or Upper School Orchestra  
Grades 9-12, full year, 1 credit, Prerequisite: Minimum of three years of experience on an appropriate instrument and 
permission of the instructor. 
This ensemble is open to string players with prior experience (violin, viola, cello, and bass). Students will build 
musicianship skills through performance, rehearsal and practice techniques, listening to music, and music theory. 
Students are expected to participate in all ensemble performances, provide their own instruments, and wear the 

 



 
required concert attire at all ensemble performances. Private lessons are highly encouraged for Orchestra members 
but not required. Students are eligible to audition for Region Orchestra and All-State Orchestra.  
 

To be eligible for Honors credit: In addition to the above, students are required to audition for Region Orchestra and 
All-State Orchestra (if they participate in the Region Orchestra event) and participate in a chamber group which will 
rehearse during class time. 
 

Grades 9-12 Dance Course 
Full-year course, carries one credit 
Grades 9-12 Dance is a performance-based course that develops students as technical dancers, creative 
choreographers, and expressive storytellers.  With a strong foundation in ballet and modern dance, students will 
build physical discipline, alignment, and expressive clarity while expanding into contemporary movement practices 
and world dance traditions. 
 
In addition to opportunities for live performances, students will be taught various techniques for exploring dance as 
a narrative and emotional force in the medium of film.  The course supports dancers of varied experience levels 
while offering increasing complexity and independence for advanced students. 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND WELLNESS (GRADES 9 - 12)  
 

 
Every student must complete 0.5  PE and 0.5 Wellness credits during 9th - 12th grade. Semester courses are offered 
in each area, as well as, the opportunity to earn the PE credit through participation in athletics. The semester 
courses or credits do not have to be completed consecutively.  
 

Wellness 
Required: 1 semester, (.5) credit, Pass/Fail 
This course includes knowledge, attitudes, and practices relating to personal health and wellness. Topics of 
exploration include, but are not limited to, healthy relationships; healthy behavior; mindfulness; mental health; 
identification of personal values; technology; financial literacy, responsibility, and management; and awareness of 
diversity, inclusivity, and social justice. Students are expected to complete this required credit by the end of Grade 
10. If there is a scheduling conflict that prevents a student from doing this, the student may petition the Division 
Director to take it in Grade 11.  
 

PE: Specialized Physical Education - Yoga 
Grades 9-12, semester, 1/2 credit, Pass/Fail 
An alternative to traditional PE, this energizing class is designed to get students centered, strong, and self-aware 
while introducing them to yoga postures, breathing techniques, and mindfulness. Yoga is complementary to any 
fitness regime, building strength, power, and flexibility.  Materials required for this course are a yoga mat and a 

 



 
journal/notebook. Students are expected to wear the full Ashley Hall PE uniform or they may wear the PE uniform 
top with black yoga pants. An Ashley Hall sweatshirt is allowed over the PE uniform top. 
 
PE: Specialized Physical Education - Conditioning Level Dance 
Grades 9-12, semester, 1/2 credit, Pass/Fail 
This course is open to all students, and is designed to enhance physical fitness by improving core strength, balance, 
alignment, flexibility, and muscle control.  Through a comprehensive blend of somatic, aerobic, and Pilates-inspired 
combinations, students will develop a deeper understanding of their bodies, fortifying students' athletic and artistic 
abilities.  Materials required for this course are: gripper socks (any color), and black yoga or sweat pants.  Previous 
dance experience is not required.  
 

PE: Athletic Team Participation - Junior Varsity or Varsity levels 
Grades 9-12, 1/2 credit 
A student-athlete must participate in two full seasons on an Ashley Hall athletics team at the JV or Varsity level 
between the 9th and 12th grades.. The coach will sign off on the completion of full participation at the end of each 
season.  In rare circumstances, this credit can be fulfilled through participation on a competitive sports team not 
offered by Ashley Hall. Prior approval for this is required by the Department Chair. 
 
*It is strongly recommended that if you have not participated on a team by your sophomore year that you sign-up for a 

semester course to fulfill your credit requirement in PE.  

 



 

 

INTERDISCIPLINARY (GRADES 9-12)  
 

 
Offshore Leadership Program 
Elective, Grades 9-12, 1 credit (by application only) 
Open annually to 17 students (rising grades 9-12) this course requires an application, which includes essays and 
requires the willingness to participate in a rigorous offshore voyage aboard a tall ship. This is a regular, classroom 
course that meets three times a week. 
 
This experience develops teamwork and leadership skills through a challenging, 1,500 mile, offshore, blue-water 
voyage aboard a tall ship from St. Croix to Charleston. The classes leading up to this voyage focus on 

self-knowledge, self-development, and self-expression in the context of ocean studies. Aboard the ship, students 
are divided into three watch groups and work around the clock in order to perform all the necessary duties for the 
sailing of the ship. These duties include plotting courses on nautical charts, trimming sails, and standing at the 
helm, often under rough weather conditions. All students, at some point in the voyage, serve as junior watch 
officers. In these positions, they issue orders much like the professional watch officers and the captain of the vessel. 
Students record their development as individuals and leaders through daily journaling throughout the voyage. 
Journals serve as the basis for a final reflective paper on their personal journey. 

 

Senior Seminar 
Required*,Grade 12, fall semester, 1/2 credit (Pass/Fail) 
Senior Seminar is a fall semester course required for all senior students. The course is designed to provide time and 
strategies for both academic and social-emotional support. Senior Seminar teachers will employ a team approach 
to the college application process, personal essay writing and, building upon the Wellness Seminar, expose students 
to a broad range of life skills and social-emotional topics specific to students preparing to live life beyond the gates 
of Ashley Hall. 
 

(Honors) Senior Project 
Grade 12, Semester Elective, 1/2 credit 
The Senior Project elective is a course designed to challenge motivated students in their pursuit of intellectual and 
meaningful growth. This course will provide students with myriad opportunities to find new interests or hone 
current ones, as they spend the year researching a topic of their choice. The Senior Project requires a community 
outreach component, public speaking and presentation of the project, and a substantial research paper. Students 
interested in this elective must apply for course consideration in March of their junior year with a written proposal 
and a short oral presentation that outline the students’ ideas. The application consists of a personal profile and 
project objective, both of which afford the candidate an opportunity to provide evidence of past and current 
autonomous projects. Written proposals will be reviewed by a panel of faculty members, and students will present 
their ideas orally as well. Upon acceptance, candidates will submit a bibliography, due in late May, for reading and 

 



 
research to be completed over the summer. Senior Project students will be enrolled in the Senior Seminar class in 
the fall and be required to have monthly check-ins with the Senior Project teacher. Starting in January, this will be a 
regularly scheduled class. 
 
Yearbook Design 
Grades 9– 12, full year, 1 credit, Requires sponsor approval  
This creative and collaborative course culminates in the production of the Ashley Hall yearbook. Students are 
welcome to take this class across several years as repeating it allows students to deepen their command of project 
management, graphic design and journalism. Students are expected to be responsible, collaborative, and dedicated.  
Responsibilities include preparing and participating in photo shoots, developing yearbook copy, organizing digitally 
generated design, and actively participating in daily brainstorming sessions. This course covers two semesters and 
requires additional after school time in order to cover school events. The course prioritizes having balance between 
the grade levels to ensure continuity in core skills and to develop leadership opportunities. 

 

  

CURRICULAR-BASED PROGRAMS (GRADES 9-12)  
 

 
Community Action Initiative 
Required, Grades 9-12 
This expectation is established to initiate and cultivate the habit of service to others by requiring at least 20 hours of 
community service per year.  It provides opportunities that focus on Educational, Health and Environmental 
Concerns, with an emphasis on the needs of women and children.  Up to 10 of the required hours can be performed 
over the summer and up to 5 of the required hours can be performed at Ashley Hall through “service to school” 
opportunities.  
 

Junior Internship 
Required, Grade 11 
This experience provides eleventh grade students an opportunity to explore the world outside the classroom 
through challenging work and service.  Students arrange internships that allow them to experience the day-to-day 
activities of working professionals in a field of interest or in a career.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 



 

 
ONLINE COURSES 

 
 

Ashley Hall is committed to providing a classical education with a robust mix of curricular options to students. We 
encourage the use of appropriate technology as a learning tool, and we seek to offer students the opportunity to 
build their skills through blended learning from a variety of formats and platforms. For these reasons, students who 
meet the criteria outlined above have the option to take online classes. 
 
Students in their Junior or Senior year may put in an application to take an online course if they meet the  
criteria below: 
 

●​ The student is enrolled in six in-person Ashley Hall courses 
●​ The online class is not offered at Ashley Hall 

 
Note: exceptions may be given to the requirements above in the case of timetable conflicts. These exceptions are 
unlikely to be given to students who have the option of taking an in-person class in the following year. 
 

One Schoolhouse 
One Schoolhouse is the preferred online option for Ashley Hall. These courses are taught by independent school 
teachers, either as single gender or coed classes, and provide rigorous content and assessments. These courses will 
not be factored into their Ashley Hall GPAs. Students who wish to register for one of the online offerings must gain 
approval from the Upper School Director and the College Counselor.  Consideration will be given to students who 
possess age-appropriate time management skills and who have demonstrated the ability to self-direct their 
learning and complete  their assignments in a timely manner. It is important to note that online courses are not tied 
to Ashley Hall’s academic calendar, so students may expect assignments over fall break, Thanksgiving, winter break, 
and spring break.  There is a charge for all One Schoolhouse courses. There are limited funds available to support 
these classes and students are welcome to apply for those as part of the online application form. To be considered for 
financial aid, students must submit their application by the last day of the 2025-2026 school year: May 29, 2026. 
 
As part of an application for a One Schoolhouse course, students are expected to complete an online form in 
addition to  consulting with the Upper School Director and the College Counselor to determine their eligibility for 
the One Schoolhouse course that they are interested in taking.  
 
Online classes will not be approved for credit if Ashley Hall offers the same or comparable course on campus with 
an Ashley Hall instructor.  Students must request final transcripts and submit them to the Registrar and to the 
College Counseling Office. The student and her family are responsible for the cost of the class.  
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

Virtual SC Courses 
Students who meet the conditions outlined above and wish to enroll in Virtual SC courses must submit a written 
request that must be approved by the Upper School Division Director and the College Counselor. Consideration will 
be given to students who demonstrate time management skills and dedication to academic endeavors, and the 
course will be evaluated for alignment with Ashley Hall’s mission and dedication to rigorous academic program. 
Online courses will not be approved if a comparable class is taught on campus by an Ashley Hall faculty member. 
Students must request final transcripts and submit them to the Registrar and the College Counseling Office.  The 
student and her family are responsible for any costs associated with the class.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 

Ashley Hall Grading Scale (Grades 9-12) 
 

98-100  ​​ A+ 

93-97    ​​ A 

90-92    ​​ A- 

87-89    ​​ B+ 

83-86    ​​ B 

80-82    ​​ B- 

77-79    ​ ​ C+ 

         73-76    ​ ​ C 

70-72    ​​ C- 

67-69    ​​ D+ 

         63-66                  D 

60-62                 D- 

         0-59                    F  ​  

 

 



 

 

UNWEIGHTED GPA (4.0 Scale) 

Numeric Grade GPA 

98-100% 4.0 

96-97% 3.9 

93-95% 3.8 

91-92% 3.7 

90% 3.6 

89% 3.5 

88% 3.4 

87% 3.3 

86% 3.2 

85% 3.1 

84% 3.0 

83% 2.9 

82% 2.8 

81% 2.7 

80% 2.6 

79% 2.5 

78% 2.4 

77% 2.3 

76% 2.2 

75% 2.1 

 



 

74% 2.0 

73% 1.9 

72% 1.8 

71% 1.7 

70% 1.6 

69% 1.5 

68% 1.4 

67% 1.3 

66% 1.2 

65% 1.1 

64% 1.0 

60% - 63% 0.9 

 
 

 



 

 

Weighted GPA 

South Carolina Uniform Grading Scale Conversions 

Numerical 
Average 

Letter 
Grade 

College Prep 
Weighting 
(non-Honors Ashley 
Hall classes) 

Honors 
Weighting 

AP/IB/Dual Credit 
Weighting  

100 A 5.000 5.500 6.000 

99 A 4.900 5.400 5.900 

98 A 4.800 5.300 5.800 

97 A 4.700 5.200 5.700 

96 A 4.600 5.100 5.600 

95 A 4.500 5.000 5.500 

94 A 4.400 4.900 5.400 

93 A 4.300 4.800 5.300 

92 A 4.200 4.700 5.200 

91 A 4.100 4.600 5.100 

90 A 4.000 4.500 5.000 

89 B 3.900 4.400 4.900 

88 B 3.800 4.300 4.800 

87 B 3.700 4.200 4.700 

86 B 3.600 4.100 4.600 

85 B 3.500 4.000 4.500 

84 B 3.400 3.900 4.400 

83 B 3.300 3.800 4.300 

 



 

82 B 3.200 3.700 4.200 

81 B 3.100 3.600 4.100 

80 B 3.000 3.500 4.000 

79 C 2.900 3.400 3.900 

78 C 2.800 3.300 3.800 

77 C 2.700 3.200 3.700 

76 C 2.600 3.100 3.600 

75 C 2.500 3.000 3.500 

74 C 2.400 2.900 3.400 

73 C 2.300 2.800 3.300 

72 C 2.200 2.700 3.200 

71 C 2.100 2.600 3.100 

70 C 2.000 2.500 3.000 

69 D 1.900 2.400 2.900 

68 D 1.800 2.300 2.800 

67 D 1.700 2.200 2.700 

66 D 1.600 2.100 2.600 

65 D 1.500 2.000 2.500 

64 D 1.400 1.900 2.400 

63 D 1.300 1.800 2.300 

62 D 1.200 1.700 2.200 

61 D 1.100 1.600 2.100 

60 D 1.000 1.500 2.000 

 



 

59 F 0.900 1.400 1.900 

58 F 0.800 1.300 1.800 

57 F 0.700 1.200 1.700 

56 F 0.600 1.100 1.600 

55 F 0.500 1.000 1.500 

54 F 0.400 0.900 1.400 

53 F 0.300 0.800 1.300 

52 F 0.200 0.700 1.200 

51 F 0.100 0.600 1.100 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 

APPENDIX A 
ASHLEY HALL MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT - HONORS PLACEMENT RUBRIC 

Grade Level to Honors:  A minimum of 11 points required 

Honors to Honors: A minimum of 8 points required 

 

Name 
 

Current Class 

SEMESTER 1 COURSE GRADE 4 98% or higher  

3 93-97%  

2 90-92%  

HONORS TO HONORS ONLY 1  80-89%  

TEST AVERAGE 
 SEMESTER 1 

5 98% or higher  

4 93% - 97%  

3 90%-92%  

2 83-89%  

SELF MANAGEMENT SKILLS 
 

Knowledge and Accuracy of Basic Skills 
Curiosity 

Ability to analyze complex concepts 
 

3  Expert  

2 Practitioner  

1 Learner  

0 Novice  

THINKING SKILLS 
 

Knowledge and Accuracy of Basic Skills 
Curiosity 

Ability to analyze complex concepts 
 

3 Expert  

2 Practitioner  

1  Learner  

0 Novice  

TEACHER RECOMMENDATION 3 Strongly Support  

2 Support  

 



 

Name 
 

Current Class 

SEMESTER 1 COURSE GRADE 4 98% or higher  

3 93-97%  

2 90-92%  

HONORS TO HONORS ONLY 1  80-89%  

1 Support with 
Reservation 

 

0 Do Not Support  

 
 
 

APPENDIX B 
MATHEMATICS - AP PLACEMENT RUBRIC 

 
*Note: The most recent– and completed– of  Algebra II or Pre-Calculus should be used for AP Statistics. 

 

 

CRITERIA EXCELLENT (4) PROFICIENT (3) BASIC (2) NEEDS IMPROVEMENT (1) 

Pre-Calculus Honors 
First Semester Grade 

Maintains a consistent A 
(90-100%) or higher 
throughout the course. 

Maintains a B 
(80-89%) average 
with occasional 
fluctuations. 

Achieves a C 
(70-79%) average 
with frequent 
challenges. 

Grade is below 70%, 
indicating significant 
difficulty in the course. 

Pre-Calculus Honors 
First Semester Test 
Average 

Maintains a consistent A 
(90-100%) or higher 
throughout the course. 

Maintains a B 
(80-89%) average 
with occasional 
fluctuations. 

Achieves a C 
(70-79%) average 
with frequent 
challenges. 

Grade is below 70%, 
indicating significant 
difficulty in the course. 

Algebraic Proficiency Consistently demonstrates 
mastery in solving 
complex equations, 
manipulating expressions, 
and applying functions. 

Frequently solves 
equations accurately 
and applies functions 
with minor errors. 

Shows moderate 
ability to solve 
equations but 
struggles with 
complex 
manipulations. 

Frequently makes 
fundamental errors in 
equations and algebraic 
manipulations. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CRITERIA EXCELLENT (4) PROFICIENT (3) BASIC (2) NEEDS IMPROVEMENT (1) 

Pre-Calculus Honors 
First Semester Grade 

Maintains a consistent A 
(90-100%) or higher 
throughout the course. 

Maintains a B 
(80-89%) average 
with occasional 
fluctuations. 

Achieves a C 
(70-79%) average 
with frequent 
challenges. 

Grade is below 70%, 
indicating significant 
difficulty in the course. 

Conceptual 
Understanding 

Clearly understands and 
explains key pre-calculus 
concepts such as limits, 
functions, and 
trigonometry. 

Demonstrates solid 
understanding of 
pre-calculus concepts 
with occasional gaps. 

Partial 
understanding of 
core concepts; 
struggles with 
advanced topics. 

Significant gaps in 
understanding basic 
pre-calculus concepts. 

Thinking Skills Effectively applies 
problem-solving strategies 
to challenging, multi-step 
problems with accuracy. 

Solves most problems 
correctly, though 
some advanced 
strategies may need 
refinement. 

Limited success 
with multi-step 
problems; relies on 
basic methods. 

Struggles with 
problem-solving; frequent 
errors in approach and 
execution. 

Self Management 
Skills 

Completes all assignments 
with attention to detail; 
seeks help proactively 
when needed. 
Demonstrates 
independence, strong time 
management, and an 
ability to learn new topics 
quickly. 

Regularly completes 
work; seeks assistance 
occasionally. Shows 
good time 
management and can 
learn new material 
with some guidance. 

Inconsistent effort; 
occasionally misses 
assignments or 
avoids challenges. 
Requires significant 
support to stay on 
track and master 
new content. 

Rarely completes 
assignments; lacks 
persistence in overcoming 
difficulties. Struggles to 
manage time and adapt to 
higher-level coursework. 

     



 

 

APPENDIX C 
AP® COMPUTER SCIENCE PRINCIPLES PLACEMENT RUBRIC 

This rubric is designed to help determine whether students are prepared for success 
in AP® Computer Science Principles (AP® CSP). It evaluates key skills, academic habits, 

and technical proficiencies necessary for excelling in the course. Students can be 
assessed across several categories, with descriptors for Novice, Developing, 

Proficient, and Advanced levels of readiness. 

 

1. PROBLEM-SOLVING AND LOGICAL THINKING 

Ability to approach problems systematically, break them down into manageable steps, and 
design logical solutions. 

CATEGORY NOVICE DEVELOPING PROFICIENT ADVANCED 

Problem-Solving Skills 

Struggles to identify 
problems and 
develop logical 
approaches to 
solutions. 

Identifies problems 
but requires 
support to design 
or follow  
logical steps to 
solve them. 

Approaches problems 
systematically and can  
follow logical steps to  
solve them with minimal 
assistance. 

Independently 
identifies, evaluates, 
and solves complex 
problems using 
logical and creative 
approaches. 

Algorithmic Thinking 

Limited 
understanding 
 of algorithmic steps  
and how they lead 
to solutions. 

Basic 
understanding  
of algorithmic  
thinking but 
struggles  
to apply it 
consistently. 

Understands and applies 
algorithmic thinking to 
create step-by-step 
solutions to common 
problems. 

Demonstrates 
mastery of 
algorithmic thinking, 
creating efficient, 
elegant, and 
optimized solutions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

2. COMPUTATIONAL THINKING 

Understanding and applying computational concepts such as abstraction, decomposition, 
pattern recognition, and data representation. 

CATEGORY NOVICE DEVELOPING PROFICIENT ADVANCED 

Abstraction 

Difficulty 
simplifying 
problems or 
identifying patterns 
and relevant 
details. 

Begins to simplify 
problems but often 
misses key patterns or 
focuses on irrelevant 
details. 

Understands 
abstraction and can 
identify relevant 
patterns and simplify 
problems effectively. 

Excels at abstraction, 
generalizing patterns, 
and creating efficient 
solutions for complex 
scenarios. 

Decomposition 

Struggles to break 
problems into 
smaller, 
manageable 
components. 

Attempts 
decomposition but 
requires guidance to 
identify logical 
sub-problems. 

Breaks problems into 
logical components 
and solves 
sub-problems 
effectively. 

Masterfully 
decomposes complex 
problems and 
integrates solutions to 
sub-problems 
seamlessly. 

 

 

3. PROGRAMMING READINESS 

Experience with basic programming concepts, logic, and problem-solving using computational tools  

 (if any prior exposure). 

CATEGORY NOVICE DEVELOPING PROFICIENT ADVANCED 

Prior  
Programming 
Experience 

No prior 
experience with 
programming or 
computational 
tools. 

Minimal exposure to 
programming; 
understands basic 
syntax but struggles 
to apply concepts. 

Familiar with basic 
programming 
concepts (variables, 
conditionals, loops) 
and can apply them to 
simple tasks. 

Demonstrates strong 
programming skills and 
has experience with 
solving problems using 
multiple programming 
concepts. 

Debugging 
Unable to identify 
or correct errors in 
code. 

Requires assistance 
to identify and fix 
errors in simple 
code. 

Identifies and 
resolves errors in 
code with minimal 
guidance. 

Independently debugs 
complex code and can 
assist peers in 
debugging effectively. 

 

 



 

 

4. MATHEMATICAL FOUNDATIONS 

Proficiency with math skills that support computational thinking and programming, including logic, 
algebra, and basic statistics. 

CATEGORY NOVICE DEVELOPING PROFICIENT ADVANCED 

Mathematical 
Reasoning 

Struggles with 
logical reasoning 
and mathematical 
problem-solving. 

Shows some 
understanding of 
mathematical 
reasoning but has 
gaps in logic or 
application. 

Demonstrates strong 
logical reasoning and 
can apply math skills 
to computational 
problems. 

Masterfully applies 
mathematical reasoning 
to complex problems 
and integrates it with 
computational 
solutions. 

Data Analysis 

Difficulty 
interpreting or 
working with 
data, charts, or 
graphs. 

Can interpret simple 
data but struggles 
with more complex 
datasets or 
identifying trends. 

Analyzes and 
interprets data 
effectively, 
identifying trends and 
drawing meaningful 
conclusions. 

Excels at analyzing 
complex datasets and 
applying statistical 
methods to solve 
computational 
problems. 

 

 

5. COLLABORATION AND COMMUNICATION 

Ability to work effectively in teams, communicate ideas clearly, and document or explain processes. 

CATEGORY NOVICE DEVELOPING PROFICIENT ADVANCED 

Collaboration 

Struggles to 
contribute to 
group activities 
or work 
effectively 
with others. 

Participates in group 
work but may struggle 
with effective 
communication or 
delegation. 

Works well in teams, 
communicates ideas 
clearly, and 
contributes 
meaningfully to group 
efforts. 

Leads and facilitates 
group activities, ensuring 
productive collaboration 
and shared success. 

Documentation 

Limited ability 
to document 
processes or 
explain 
reasoning 
clearly. 

Attempts to document 
processes but may lack 
detail or clarity. 

Clearly documents 
processes, providing 
sufficient detail for 
others to understand 
the workflow. 

Produces exemplary 
documentation, with 
clear, concise, and 
thorough explanations of 
processes and reasoning. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

6. SELF-MANAGEMENT AND WORK HABITS 

Ability to manage time, meet deadlines, and stay engaged in independent and group tasks. 

CATEGORY NOVICE DEVELOPING PROFICIENT ADVANCED 

Time  
Management 

Struggles to 
complete tasks on 
time or maintain 
focus during 
activities. 

Requires reminders 
to stay on task or 
meet deadlines. 

Completes tasks on 
time and maintains 
focus with minimal 
prompting. 

Manages time 
independently and 
consistently exceeds 
expectations for task 
completion and 
engagement. 

Engagement 
 and Motivation 

Shows minimal 
interest or 
engagement in 
class activities or 
assignments. 

Participates 
inconsistently and 
may lack motivation 
for challenging 
tasks. 

Engages actively in 
activities and 
assignments, showing 
motivation and 
perseverance. 

Demonstrates high 
levels of engagement, 
intrinsic motivation, and 
eagerness to take on 
challenges. 

​
 

Scoring and Recommendations 

1.​ Placement Threshold: Students scoring mostly in the Proficient and Advanced 
categories are likely well-prepared for AP® CSP. 

2.​ Additional Support: Students scoring mostly in the Developing category may 
need foundational coursework or pre-AP® preparation to build skills. 

3.​ Alternative Pathways: Students scoring mostly in the Novice category might 
benefit from introductory courses in computational thinking or computer 

basics before enrolling in AP® CSP. 

This rubric provides a structured framework to assess readiness and ensure student 
success in the AP® Computer Science Principles course! 

Placement Guidelines: 

●​ Recommended for AP® CSP: Students scoring Proficient or Advanced in 3 or 
more categories, with a grade of 80% or above in Intro to Computer Science. 
●​ Consider Additional Support: Students scoring Developing in multiple 

categories may need supplemental preparation. 
●​ Not Recommended: Students scoring Novice in most categories may benefit 

from additional foundational coursework before enrolling in AP® CSP. 

 



 

 

AP® COMPUTER SCIENCE PRINCIPLES PLACEMENT RUBRIC (CONDENSED) 

This rubric evaluates student readiness for AP® Computer Science Principles, incorporating grades from 
an Intro to Computer Science class as a key indicator of success. 

CATEGORY NOVICE DEVELOPING PROFICIENT ADVANCED 

Intro to Computer 
Science Grade 

Below 70%: 
Struggles with 
foundational 
concepts and 
problem-solving. 

70%-79%: Shows 
partial 
understanding but 
inconsistent 
performance. 

80%-89%: 
Demonstrates solid 
understanding and 
consistent 
performance. 

90% or above: Excels 
in foundational 
concepts and 
consistently exceeds 
expectations. 

Problem-Solving 
Skills 

Struggles to identify 
and solve problems 
logically. 

Identifies problems 
but needs guidance 
to apply logical 
steps. 

Systematically 
approaches and 
solves problems 
independently. 

Excels at solving 
complex problems 
creatively and 
efficiently. 

Computational 
Thinking 

Difficulty with 
abstraction, 
decomposition, and 
pattern recognition. 

Partial 
understanding of 
computational 
concepts, but 
inconsistent 
application. 

Effectively uses 
abstraction, 
decomposition, and 
pattern recognition in 
solving problems. 

Masterfully applies 
computational 
thinking to complex 
problems and creates 
innovative solutions. 

Programming 
Readiness 

Limited or no 
experience with 
programming or 
debugging. 

Minimal exposure 
to programming; 
struggles to apply 
concepts. 

Familiar with basic 
programming 
concepts and can 
debug simple code 
independently. 

Strong programming 
skills; can write and 
debug complex code 
while assisting peers. 

Work Habits and 
Self-Management 

Struggles to stay 
organized, meet 
deadlines, or stay 
engaged. 

Requires reminders 
to stay focused and 
meet deadlines. 

Manages time 
effectively, meets 
deadlines, and stays 
engaged with 
minimal prompting. 

Highly organized, 
intrinsically 
motivated, and 
consistently exceeds 
expectations for 
engagement. 

 

PLACEMENT GUIDELINES: 

●​ Recommended for AP® CSP: Students scoring Proficient or Advanced in 3 or 
more categories, with a grade of 80% or above in Intro to Computer Science. 

●​ Consider Additional Support: Students scoring Developing in multiple categories 
may need supplemental preparation. 

●​ Not Recommended: Students scoring Novice in most categories may benefit from 
additional foundational coursework before enrolling in AP® CSP. 

 
 

 




